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Probus Club of
Toowoomba Inc

NEXT MEETING on line!!

http://darwinprobus.org/speakers.html
Then choose April meeting. We are aiming to have the video up on line on
April 1.

Photo
“Green Tree Frog”
by Maree and Peter Toll
Nakara NT

TRACY VILLAGE SOCIAL AND
SPORTS CLUB
28 Tambling Tce,
Lyons NT 0810

Meetings begin at 10:30am
and are held on the first
Wednesday of each month
except January

If not delivered please return to: PO Box 40452, CASUARINA NT 0811

Senior’s Snippets
By Ken Cohalan OAM

• Seniors Expo 2020 – Planned for July
10 CDU Stadium Marrara due to
COVID-19 it will be postponed at least
until October 2020
• Coronavirus – (COVID-19) there is so
much in the media, some is very
doubtful the best contact in the NT is
http://www.health.nt.gov.au/
• What is Dementia – it is not one single disease, it is a term
used to describe the symptoms of a large group of
illnesses which causes a progressive decline in a person’s
functioning. It is not a normal part of ageing. Common
symptoms:
• Memory loss
• Challenges in planning or solving problems
• Difficulty completing everyday tasks
• Confusion about time or place
• Trouble understanding visual images and spatial
relationships
• Difficulty speaking or writing
• Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps.
•

Pets – in Australia there are 4.8 million dogs as pets
equating to 20 dogs per 100 persons. They are now
used more for detection and hospital work than ever
before.

• All Top End Probus Clubs have had their AGMS. PSPL
have sent to each club a pack containing 2 Probus
Directories and a Membership Resources Pack.

April Guest Speaker

Rob O’Connor
Travelling in
the Ukraine

Bronwyn’s Blurb
hen I was looking for a
catchy title for our
newsletter this year, I came
across the word Blurb. The
Merriam-Webster Dictionary
tells me that the word was
first used in 1907, coined by Gelett Burgess and
it is described as” a short publicity notice (as on
a book jacket).” A further description says, “a
short description that praises something so that
people will want to buy it.” So, here is my
challenge for the year!
Peter and I have returned from our shortened
holiday overseas. Our last stops were New York
and London, both of which went into lockdown
behind us. I promise it wasn’t all our fault. What
a fascinating experience though, empty streets
in both cities. Times Square in New York was
deserted! We are truly experiencing history as it
is happening. We are now in isolation for two
weeks and more than happy to comply. We
don’t want to be responsible for another person
becoming unwell. There has been lovely
generosity everywhere we have been and now
at home. We did have to take toilet paper from
New York to London for our granddaughter
Tian!! A worldly problem!!
What an amazing management group we have.
They have been cleverly working away before I
got back to make sure that our members are
receiving information and trying to keep our
meetings happening in a variety of ways. Keep
posted for what is to come.
I have regularly been told that I am in the highrisk age group and I guess many of you are too!!!
We can keep safe I am sure as long as we
consider the directions that we are being given.
These change daily it would seem, so we have to
be on the ball. There are so many jokes coming
out, I guess people have more time on their
hands and there are so many clever people out
there.
I am not sure when we will be physically
together again, but I look forward to that day.
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Interest Groups
INTEREST GROUPS
Literature, Lunch and Laughter
Eight members attended this meeting and shared their views
on the selected titles.
“The Drovers Wife” by Leah Purcell. This was well written
and a good read about daily life in 1893. It portrayed the
hardships and privations of the titular Drover’s wife and her
children.
‘The Note Through the Wire” by Doug Gold. A desperate
search for family which several members sadly gave up on
and searched elsewhere.
“The Unforgiving City” by Maggie Joel. Not a lot of
substance to the story and too wordy for some.
Books to read in March and discuss in April.
“The Light Between Oceans” by M L Stedman
“Franklin And Eleanor” by Hazel Rowley
“The Boy Who Followed His Father into Auschwitz” by
Jeremy Dronfield

April at a glance
Event Date

Meeting/Event

Apr 1 - on line

Meeting –to be advised

Apr 6 - by email

Book Club

Apr 14 - by email

Writing Club

GARDEN CLUB
A great morning catching up for 19
Probus members at Trailer Boat Club.
Future meetings cancelled until further notice.

Writing Club

Submitted by Ron Ninnis

“The Secret Letter” by Debbie Rix
Next Book Club Meeting will be Monday 6 April 2020, but no
physical presence required. If you are a reader (and we hope
many more will join in), please have a go at reading the
books above, send your comments to Bev Barnes by 6 April,
she will collate them and let you know what the new reading
list will be.

TEN PIN BOWLING
The 9 who turned up played well (but they dribbled in
like Brown’s cows!) The biggest disappointment was
the total lack of caffeine and chat
after the game.
Next game at cancelled—we’ll
advise when we can resume.

Golf
Cancelled until further notice
Stay safe and well - Jeff

April Dining Out

Cancelled until further notice

Board Games
Cancelled until further notice.

Once upon a time, there was a boy called Chin Lee. He was
just twelve. He was so excited to have been chosen to be in
the Chinese New Year Procession. His father was at the front,
holding up high the Chinese flag. His two older brothers were
at the end of the procession as part of the Dragon. He couldn’t
wait to be old enough to join the Dragon Troupe: you could
jump around. And have fun, and scare anyone.
It was the start of 1929, and in the Chinese calendar it was the
year of the earthen snake, and that was his sign. His mother
told him it was a lucky year for him. He smiled at some of the
things she would say: that he was alert but calm, just like a
snake; and that he would think calmly when everyone else
was running around. Although, she only said these nice things
when he was not teasing his brothers.

April Birthdays

Jenny Parish
Joan Baker
Doug Steven

Anne Howard
Elaine Mackrow
Lynette Ponter

Anniversaries
Neil and Elaine Prosser
Mary and Bill Burford
Trevor and Pam Bleakley
John and June Scott
John and Alice Wood
Sheila and Ken McAloon
Hope you enjoy your special day
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Heart Foundation
Walking
Cancelled until further notice
For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163
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Fun, Friendship and Frivolity
A page while we are isolated to brighten your day
Contributions are very welcome
Jokes, recipes, cartoons, hints and tips, stories etc
Successful fearless hunter Fred at
Cas Square!!

Save your eggshells and use
to raise
seedlings.
Copied from face book
feed.

Lost and Found
At the March Probus
meeting, this green glasses
case was left behind on one
of the tables. If it belongs to
you, please contact
secretaryprobusdarwin
@hotmail.com

Recipes
Fred Barlow has promised
to have a go at making a sponge cake for Lyn. So
to help him out this is the recipe that Gwenda has
used for many, many years! Fred has promised a
photo for the next bulletin!

Sponge
Prepare tin—grease 2 x 20cm tins. Oven—1800
fan forced.
Ingredients
4 large eggs, 3/4 cup castor sugar. Beat these
together until creamy and thick enough to form a
figure 8 on top of mixture.
Method
Sift together 1 cup cornflour, 1 teaspoon plain
flour,
1 teaspoon cream of tartar, 1/2 teaspoon carb
soda. FOLD this into the egg and sugar mixture.
Use a metal spoon and large loopy action. (this
creates the lightness in the sponge)
Pour mixture into tins and bake for 25—30
minutes until sponge springs back when touched.
Turn out to cool. Decorate as wished.

Museums at Home
Many museums around the world are offering virtual tours
of their facilities for you to enjoy eg
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/museum-at-home
Jeff has offered to coordinate a list of club members
wiling to help out with getting members to appointment,
picking up shopping etc. Please contact Jeff if you need
help.

Jeff Mosel
0422 187 263
Lyn and Fred Barlow
Pat Sisson
Peter Pusterla
Janet Elliott
Gwenda Smallacombe
Patti and Garry Jacobson
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TRIPE CLUB
This interest group is cancelled until further notice due
to Government regulations
Enquiries to Jenny Parish
ph. 0424341616; email jenny_prsh@yahoo.com.au

Tracy Village Social and
Sports Club
The home of

Probus Club of Darwin
Inc.

Probus Club of Darwin
Executive 2020

President—Bronwyn Russell
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Secretary
Gwenda
Smallacombe

Vice President
Jeff
Mosel

Treasurer
Anne
Howard

Vice President
Pat
Sisson

Out and about in March

December General Meeting

March meeting
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Stop Press
We’d like to organise a club Garden Competition
to help while away the hours. This is intended
for everyone—from non gardeners to the most
experienced gardeners amongst us.

Garden Club at Trailer Boat Club

Be it an exotic orchid or some veggie seedlings,
a garden makeover you have been meaning to
do or make a start on potting up a plant to
brighten up inside your house. The choice is
yours and the list is endless!
The idea is that this will take a few months to
complete.
To get started once you have decided what you
will do, take a Before photo of the area you are
looking to improve or the initial project you are
planning. These can be sent to
secretaryprobusdarwin@hotmail.com
Progressive photos are welcome.
A final photo before the next face to
face Probus meeting will be
required projects can be
judged.
A prize will be awarded for
the most successful project.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Extracts from the Minutes 3 April 1996
Held at the Darwin Bowls Club
Present: Messrs Fisher, Simmons, Arthur, Dimery, Eddy,
K Thompson, Plew, A Thompson, Roberts, Giese, Penhall,
McLaren, Chin

More detail on the
competition will be in the
next emailed newsletter.

Heliconia —Sexy Pink

Apologies: Dr Darvall, Messrs MacGregor, Dennis, Fuller,
Taylor, Leonard, Kidd.
Minutes: The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous
meeting.
Program Director: Position still vacant. Members invited to
give consideration to taking on this position.
Correspondence In: The Administrator has accepted our request to continue as Patron; Probus News; Territory Business
Magazine; Growing Old Gracefully Flyer; Rowdy Rabbits Bingo.
Correspondence Out Allan Thompsons letter to Scenic Tours
Treasurer’s Report: Balance $470.78.; Income Subscriptions
$80’ Expenditure $13.97; Closing Cash Balance $536.81
Unfortunately the remainder of the minutes of this meeting
are not with the historical records so there is no record of the
guest speaker at this meeting.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, 1 May 1996 when Mr
Fisher will give an address on Mabo and its effect on future
Australia.
Closure: Meeting concluded at 11:40 am.
Page 8

PRIVACY STATEMENT
The information collected in relation to members shall be held in
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act.
INSURANCE
All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into
consideration.

DISCLAIMER
This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to NonMembers. The information contained in this publication is "Private and
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose.

