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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  6 April, 2022 

10:30am  -  General Meeting 

Meetings begin at 10:30am and are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month except  January 



Janet’s Jottings 

 fter a fabulous month away finally, in NSW visiting family and friends. I 
returned to my Darwin Probus family to be honoured with the role of 

President of our club for the next 12 months! Thank you, I am delighted. 
 

This is your club and it is exciting  to see the hive of activity of our 
committees and interest groups planning ahead.  
 

It has been 12 years since I was President and the growth, both  in 
membership and activities has been amazing. 
 

So lets have another good year in our little piece of paradise. 
 

Stay safe and I will see you at the next event. 
 
Janet 

April Guest Speaker 

Robyne Burridge OAM 
2022 Northern Territory Senior Australian of the Year.   
Robyne will give a little of her background working  across a 
broad range of disability services over many years as well as 
covering the actual National Australia Day Awards. 

She will also speak about what she hopes to achieve over 
the next 12 months and Robyne really wants to know what 
sort of things you would like her to do to help support the 
Territory in her role as 2022 Northern Territory Senior  
Australian of the Year. 
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Probus Club of Darwin, bus trip 

Going to Zebra Rock Gallery 

at Batchelor 

then on to  

De Lago Resort (Lake Bennett)  
for lunch 

Friday, 29 April 
leaving Tracy Village at 8:30am 
and back by about 4:00pm 

booking sheet at meeting Hope you enjoy your special day 

 

April Birthdays  

April Anniversaries 

Jenny Parish Anne Howard 

Chris Kuhn Elaine Mackrow 

Doug Steven Lynette Ponter 

Neil and Elaine Prosser 

John and June Scott 



April at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Apr 4  -  11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Apr 6 -  10:30am Meeting at Tracy Village 

Apr 11—8:30am Golf at Marrara 

Apr 12     TBA Movie Lovers 

Apr 13  -  10:30am 
Garden Club at Sue and 

Ron Wrights 

Apr 19  -  11:00am 
Writing group at Cas 

Club 

Apr 20  -  10:00 am 
Coffee followed by 10 pin 

bowling at King Pin 

Apr 20  -  6:30pm 
Dining out at Parap  

Tavern 

Apr 22  -  9:30am 
Morning tea at Henbury 

on Aralia 

Apr 26  -  1:00pm Board Games at Pearl 

Apr 29  -  8:30am 
Bus tour to Batchelor 

and Lake Bennett 

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

We had the pleasure of welcoming  Brian Kuhl to our 
meeting this month and his input was very well 
received. With such horrendous  suffering on the world 
stage being played out in our lounge rooms each day, it 
was a real pleasure to chat and laugh with amazing like 
minded friends 
 

Read March and discuss April: 

• The Maid by Nita Prose 

• When You are Mine by Michael 
Robotham 

• The Mother Fault by Kate Mildenhall 
 

Read April and discuss May: 

• The Ghost Empire by Richard Fidler 

• The Book Seller of Dauchu by Shari J Ryan 

• The Marauder by Clive Cussler 

• The Crimson Lake by Candice Fox 
 

Next meeting—4 April , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

Stay well, stay safe and happy reading 

Diane White and Bev Barnes  

Interest Groups 

Board Games  

Come and join us playing your favourite Board 
Games at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

 

Tuesday, April 26 ,   1:00  -  3:00pm   

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 

GARDEN CLUB  

Forty garden lovers enjoyed a great day at 
Antz Plantz Nursery. Anthony gave a talk 

on problems with Citrus including lemons, 
limes, cumquats. Chef Ray handed out lovely 
cheese scones. The day ended with lunch at the 
Coolalinga Tavern. 

Next meeting will be 10:30am on 13 April at  
Ron Wright’s place, 25 Hillier Road, Howard 

Springs. 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

Morning Tea 
 

Friday, 22 April at 9:30am 

Henbury on Aralia 
 

Please let Patti know if you are going. 
Phone 0430 457 552 

April Dining Out 

Wednesday, 20 April. 6:30pm 

Contact Pat Sisson for any changes  

Ph 0427 918 603 
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A very small get together with several writers 
preferring to send their offerings in by email. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at 
the Cas Club on Tuesday, April 19   
and the topic wil be  “It was a very hot day….”. 
This is something that all Darwin people can write 
something on, because it is the topic of many 
conversations, especially with the relatives down 
south! 

Don’t forget you can check out the stories on 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 

 

Ron Ninnis, Coordinator 

Writing Group 
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https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b


I was born in Melbourne way back in October 1950…..a baby boomer!  I spent 

the next 34 years there doing all the usual things that kids do; various sports (I 

loved fencing and hockey), education, the dreaded teenage years, university 

and my first few career jobs.  In 1973 I married Maree after a courtship period 

of about 4 years (we met at school!!) and she supported me while I finished my 

studies.  It was the best of times, no money, everything in the flat second-hand, 

a crappy car and total happiness.  I spent the next 10 years working as a civil 

engineer in Melbourne and around Victoria in the hydraulics, roads and drains 

fields with two organisations.  I also fathered my two sons Jeremy and Ben.  

In 1984 we made the big break to the NT, for work of course.  Yep, uprooted 

the family, said goodbye to good friends and sobbed over missing the families.  But a new life beckoned. 

I joined the Department of Transport and Works (lovingly called ‘Works and Jerks’) in Darwin as a road 

design engineer.  The next 29 years would see me working in Darwin, Tennant Creek and Alice Springs 

delivering government infrastructure; roads, bridges, buildings, airstrips, remote community works and 

everything else that the NT and Federal Governments owned.  There are not many places in the NT that 

haven’t got the ‘Toll’ stamp on them, somewhere!  I also rose through the ranks and retired in September 

2011 as Project Director Civil in charge of ‘all things roads’ in the Darwin Region.  During that time I 

earned the nickname of ‘Pot Hole Pete’ from the media as I was constantly being interviewed on the radio 

about road conditions in the Top End during the wet. I even starred in a government commercial on road 

conditions!!!! 

During my NT time, my wife became a teacher and was heavily involved in all aspects of early childhood 

development, my children became independent and we now consider Darwin as home.  Jeremy lives in 

Brisbane and Ben lives in Palmerston with his partner and two children.  Amazingly, the Toll clan is now 

bigger in Darwin than in Melbourne with my nephew and his now family living in Palmerston. 

We are both retired now and love camping, 4WD driving and touring…as all good retires should! 

Member Profile—Peter Toll 
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Out and about in March 
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General 

Meeting 



Out and about in March 
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10 pin bowling 

Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning tea at Café Mt 8848 



Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             

$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  

Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   

Contact Chris 0429171326. 

Ed, our wonderful “Fruit Man” often supplies all manner 
of fruit to whomever asks ……. Mangos, bananas, 
pineapple, pawpaw, tomatoes. 

However recently he was found sitting near the pawpaw 
trees saying “please fruit”. 

Charli, often a recipient of fruit now supplies paw paws 
to Ed—a real turn around but a great example of club 
friendship. 
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Out and about in March 

Garden Club at Antz Plantz 

     At the Movies 

The Movie Lovers group met on Wednesday 16th March 
to view the Seniors movie of the day, Death on the 
Nile….   

The movie was probably considered as ideally suited to 
seniors as there wouldn’t be a risk of over excitement of 
the audience. However we would highly recommend this 
movie if anyone suffers from insomnia……  

The Movie Lovers all agreed that 
the photography was excellent. 
The costumes were fantastic but 
the storyline was dreadful. We 
gave the movie 3 stars simply 
because the photography was 
beautiful. ***   



TALES OF THE TERRITORY NO1  

Tony Errity 

In the early 70’s it was decided that recreation dams, like Mt Isa, would be a good idea for Tennant Creek and 
Alice Springs. Mary Ann Dam was opened in Tennant Creek in the early 80’s but nothing, so far, in Alice 
Springs; the reasons for this are another story.  

I was tasked with doing a preliminary study in the Alice area to look for suitable sites, the only criteria being, it 
be within 50K of Alice Springs and that it be close to a bitumen road. Initial studies were done in Darwin using 
1:250,000 topographical maps, black and white aerial photos and a stereoscope. Remember this was the early 
70’s, no Google maps then.  

After a couple of weeks, my offsider, and I had come up with about half a dozen possible sites. So, we packed 
our gear in our trusty Toyota Ute and set off for Alice Springs to do a ground survey. This was interesting as 
there were no roads and the country was very rugged, thank goodness it was a government vehicle. After 
about four weeks of driving and walking, mostly walking, we had narrowed it down to two possible sites, one 
on the Hugh River and one on the Todd. Whilst we were surveying a cross section of the Hugh River my 
offsider had his 21st Birthday which we celebrated with a bottle of champagne, there was no need to chill the 
champagne as the overnight temperature was about 2 degrees C. To mark the occasion, we called the dam site 
Birthday Gap and the name remains on maps to this day.  

We then came to the final stage of our study, a barometric survey using a helicopter. This being a Bell 47 3B1. 
Basically, a plastic bubble, with three seats, stuck in front of a huge air-cooled engine. My offsider had 
returned to Darwin and as the survey was to take three days, I invited people from the local office to fill the 
spare seat and enjoy a chopper ride.  

On the second day we were doing ground levels of inflows into the catchment of the proposed Hugh River site 
and had a bloke from the survey section along for the ride. I wanted to start at the point where Jay Creek 
flowed into the Hugh River. We were flying at about 500 feet, I had the map on the lap of the block sitting in 
the middle seat, the pilot and I were arguing about our location when – suddenly – there was a big bang – and 
the chopper tipped over sideways and fell out of the sky. I know that in such situations one’s life is supposed 
to flash before one’s eyes, all I can remember is watching the trees getting bigger. Then, just before we 
became part of the countryside, we shot up again like a big dipper.  

We then settled into a slow climb but were travelling flat out which is about 65 knots (120K) for a Bell 47. The 
pilot was talking frantically to Alice Springs Airport, but we could not understand what was going on. 
Eventually he turned to us and told us that we had lost the lateral cyclic. Basically, this meant we could not 
slow down, hover or change direction or do all the other things a normal chopper can do. Also, we would have 
to land at 60 knots, on skids, at the Airport. During all this the bloke from survey had not spoken and was 
sitting rigid like a statue, I think he was in shock. We were about 40K out of Alice, so this gave us about 20 
minutes to contemplate our fate. 

The pilot and I talked about lots of things on the way but not much about what was going to happen. The 
bloke from survey remained indifferent. As we passed over the McDonnell Ranges and descended slowly 
towards the Airstrip there were fire trucks parked on each side of the runway. I guess seeing the fire trucks 
brought home to me that this was real and was not likely to end well. I was wearing sunglasses made of glass 
and remember thinking I should take them off before we hit as they might break and cut me. As we 
approached the strip, we were to land halfway along, the fire trucks sped up and were racing along each side 
of us. Then we hit with a bang, skidded along for a couple of hundred metres and stopped in deadly silence, 
the pilot had turned the engine off. I had not taken my sunglasses off.  

After the dust had settled the bloke from survey took off back to the office without saying a word. I stayed with 
the pilot as he made his report; he said he couldn’t remember what he did to get us out of the fall, as there is 
no standard procedure, but it worked. A blade had come off the big cooling fan (about 20 blades) hit a 
hydraulic pump which took out the lateral cyclic. We completed our survey the next day in a different chopper 
and I returned to Darwin.  

I submitted my report and heard nothing further; it was probably lost in Cyclone Tracy.  
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Mick, from Dublin, appeared on 'Who Wants To Be a 
Millionaire' and toward the end of the program had al-
ready won 500,000 pounds. 
"You've done very well so far," said Chris Tarrant, the 
show's presenter, "But for a million pounds, you've only 
got one life-line left, phone a friend. Everything is riding 
on this question. Will you go for it? “Sure," said Mick. 
"I'll have a go!" 

"Which of the following birds does NOT build its own 
nest? 
a) Sparrow       b) Thrush,     c) Magpie,     d) Cuckoo?" 

"I haven't got a clue." said Mick, ''So I'll use me last life-
line and phone me friend Paddy back in Dublin..." 
Mick called up his mate Paddy, and told him the  
circumstances and repeated the question to him. 
"Mick!" cried Paddy. "Dat's simple - it's a cuckoo." 
"Are you sure?" 
"I'm sure." 
Mick hung up the phone and told Chris, "I'll go with 
cuckoo as me answer." 
"Is that your final answer?" asked Chris. 
"Data it is." 
There was a long, long pause and then the presenter 
screamed, "Cuckoo is the correct answer! Mick, you've 
won 1 million pounds!" 
The next night, Mick invited Paddy to their local pub to 
buy him a drink. "Tell me, Paddy? How in Heaven's name 
did you know it was da Cuckoo that doesn't build its own 
nest?" 
"Because he lives in a clock!"         sent in by Lyn Barlow 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

Second Monday of the month. 

Contact Jeff Mosel   
ph  0422 187 263 

TEN PIN BOWLING  

A large group gathered at Caramella for coffee and a 
few naughty cakes!. 

At KingPin 12 Probus members split into 3 teams and 
we welcomed Mara to the game as a new Darwin Club 
member. Ros started well then Gelita, Mara, Janet and 
Elaine joined in the race for first place with only a few 
points between them. 

After round 4 Gelita, Mara and Janet tied on 52 points. 
Elaine went into the lead in the next round after which 
Gelita took over and forged ahead achieving a final 
score of 118 (1 strike). Janet came in second with 110 
(1 strike), Elaine 105, Mara 104, Colleen 101 and Ros 
100 (1 strike). Overall an enjoyable game. 

 

We meet up again next month at 
10.00am at Caramella Patisserie  
on WEDNESDAY 20 April   
prior to a game at Kingpin at 
11:00am. 

 

Shirley Porte  -  Coordinator 

 
The Irish Millionaire 
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Vale 

Sandi Gemmell 

(1/9/1949—

23/2/2022) 

Probus Club of Darwin 

members extend our sincere sympathy and 

condolences to Sandi’s family and friends.  

Sandi was a member of the Probus family for 

only a short time but enjoyed her time in the 

club 

Rest in Peace 



Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 1 April 1998  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Dimery, Simmons, Fisher, Giese, Marchant,  
Dr Bromich, Thompson,  Eddy,  McLaren,  Taylor,  Chin 

Apologies: ,  , Dr Darvall, Messrs  I MacGregor, Leonard, Arthur, 
Penhall, Roberts 

Welcome extended to Mr Hand Van Der Maas as a visitor 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous 
meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Probus News. Ms Audrey Coates, Heathmont Ladies 
Club 

Outwards—Administrator, Darwin City Council Library, PCSP 
insurance $25.30, 4 copies Probus News $12 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer reported in detail, Balance 
$99.62, Receipts $120. Expenditure $72.70.  

Formal meeting ended 10:15am. 

Visit to CSIRO Research Centre, Berrimah Road:  12 members 
and visitors attended. Dr Alan Anderson welcomed the party to 
the briefing room. He gave an address on the various work of 
the CSIRO, particularly their work in NT, illustrating with slides. 
He distributed papers on Wildlife and Ecology, Fire in NT, 
Tropical Savanna, Weed Management in Tropical Wetlands. 
Members were taken on an inspection tour of other sections of 
the Research Centre where various officers explained their 
work. 

Close: President declared the meeting closed at 12:20pm.. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 

accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 

Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 

that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 

disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 

Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 

Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 

attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 

meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 

consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-

Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 

Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

2022 Probus Club of Darwin 

Management Committee 
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Heart  

Foundation 

Walking 

 

 

Mondays, leaving from  

Casuarina Square, near the 

K Mart car centre at 

7:30am. 

 
 

For further details, contact 

Janelle 0438691163 

 

From the Treasurer  

Membership fees now due 

Membership fees cover the Probus year 

beginning 1 April through to 31 March.  

  $60.00 

Please pay at next meet-

ing or into the bank  

account. 

Bank details:    

BSB  065903        

Account  10136723:  


