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Senior’s Snippets
By Ken Cohalan OAM

•25 years VoCNT – Their Annual
Report makes interesting reading.
Safe at Home last 12 months – 644
homes resecured, 592 home security
assessment, 434 homes improved
security and 559 vehicles resecured. Hope you have
had your home checked for security. They are also
looking for Volunteers to assist.
Free call 1800 672 242.
•NDIS Quarterly Report highlights The latest NDIS

Quarterly Report is now available on the NDIS
website detailing Scheme progress between 1 July
and 30 September 2020. Data highlights include:
• the NDIS now supports 412,543 participants
• almost 22,000 people joined this quarter – 37% of
which are aged 0 to 6
• the amount paid for NDIS supports grew 8%,
totalling $5.4 billion in the quarter
• average plan budgets increased to $71,000 and
average payments increased to $52,000 for the
year
• 100% of access decisions are being made within
14 days

• Wheel Chair Service – RDPH Provides a seat
modification. Located building 15.
• Repairs & Maintenance is provided by Leaf which
used to be Keep Moving
• Economic Support Payment – for 2.5 million
Pensioners and 400,000 self-funded retirees (need to
be checked) and 760,000 low income families. From
1st December 2020 will receive $250 then a further
payment of $250 from 1st March 2021
• Home Care Packages – Federal government will
spend $1.6 billion to provide an additional 23,000
currently there are 100,000 older Australians waiting.
Therefore get your application in early.
• Top End Health – Range of matters discussed:
• Elective Surgery, joints and joint replacement at
RDPH is business as usual
• Seniors in Hospital – 40 long stay who would be
eligible for aged care.
• NT require more nursing home beds.

Bronwyn’s Blurb
hristmas decorations are
up around the town and it
is obvious that the time of
celebration is getting close.
Some people are fortunate to
have family and close friends
around to share this with. Others find it a
challenging time. Please reach out if you need
support during this time. 2020 has been a difficult
year for many people and we are constantly
reminded how everything can change in an instant
with the South Australia situation these past
weeks.
There are Christmas Carols planned for the
Amphitheatre on 6 December and Leanyer
Waterpark on 12 December.
It has been good to have the casual shower of rain
recently. It still never fails to amaze me how I can
see it in the next street but have none here! Pre
Tracy, I lived in Wagaman and there were no trees.
You could hear and see the squalls coming and
have time to race downstairs and rescue the
washing! There are many trees now and from the
top floor of the hospital you can’t see the houses in
Tiwi. Consequently, we have many birds in the
suburbs and at the moment there are young
plovers and curlews everywhere. The other bird’s
young are not as visible as the ground dwellers, as
they hide in the foliage.
I look forward to our Christmas lunch at Sole
Restaurant.
May you have happiness and peace as you plan for
Christmas and welcome in 2021.
Bronwyn Russell

Guest Speaker

Allan Anderson
Director Telehealth NT
Traditional Rum and Brandy Fruit Cakes, Steamed and Baked Puddings
will be available at the December meeting.
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Interest Groups
Literature, Lunch and Laughter

December at a glance
Event Date

Meeting/Event

We had nine like minded members and we all had
lots to contribute to the discussion and an
interesting morning.

Dec 2 10:30am

Meeting –Tracy Village

Reviews are as follows:

Dec 7 10:30am

Book Club at Cas Club

Dec 9 11:15am

Christmas Lunch—Sole
Restaurant

Dec 15 11:00am

Writing Club at Cas Club

Dec 16 9:30am

10 pin bowling at
Planet 10 pin

Dec 16 11:00 am

Garden Club—
Trailer Boat Club

Every Mon 8:30am

Golf at various locations

The Happiest Man on Earth by Eddie Jaku.
Review: An amazing true story of a most remarkable
man. Triumph of the human spirit. Compelling story
with a message of hope. Excellent read.

One Bright Moon by Andrew Kwong
Review: Slow start. Doctor still practicing in
Australia. Well written and inspiring.
Room made of Leaves by Kate Grenville
Review: Interesting. Historical. John Mcarthurs
wife's influence with bringing Marino Sheep to
Australia.
Queens Tiger by Peter Watt
Not impressed. Far too many characters. Slow and
set in 1857. Interesting juxtaposition of male and
female roles in medicine.
Books to read November and Discuss December.
The Evening and the Morning by Ken Follett
The Pianist by Wladyslaw Szpilman
The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov
The Lace Maker by Laura Frantz.

GARDEN CLUB
Great day at Allora Gardens Nursery with 36
members attending. Thanks to Estelle and Gayan
for the giveaway plant raffle and the shared
birthday cake for Lee’s 70th birthday.
Next meeting is on
Wednesday, 16 December 10:30am
at Trailer Boat Club. Bring a plant for the “free”
raffle.

Happy reading and stay safe.

Heart Foundation
Walking
Mondays, leaving from Casuarina
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am.
For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163

Table Tennis Interest Group
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire. Organised by Charles Darwin Club.
Contact Chris 0429171326.

Board Games
In recess for December
Games will resume January 2021.

TRIPE CLUB
Enquiries to Jenny Parish 0424 341 616
Bookings to
Peter Pusterla 0408 947890

Golf
Probus Golf at Marrara.
In recess until February/March
Check with Jeff Mosel for detail - ph 0422 187 263

Tracy Village Social and
Sports Club
The home of

Probus Club of Darwin Inc.
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December Birthdays
Jim Sheehan
Bev Aitken
Mary Burford
Hendrika Carlow

Dr Hunter McEwen
Mike Johnson
Trevor Bleakley
Val Van Hees

Anniversaries
Maureen and Jack Burr
Judy and Colin Beard
Kevin and Rita Cluley

Hope you enjoy your special day
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Writing Club
We exchanged stories and comments about the
month’s topic of “Ten Percent”: we discussed ways to
write creatively rather than just having an inspirational
muse; and we generally enjoyed everyone’s company.
Anyone can now read our imaginative and
unbelievable stories and more at our new publically
available cloud-storage at:
https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the
Casuarina Club on 15h December, but contact us
anyway. Some members just prefer to email their
stories in, and this is fine – the idea is to write after all.
The next topic is "Once a jolly...". Let your imagination
run away – but try to include something Christmassy.
Thanks,

Ron Ninnis

Once a jolly…

Darwin Probus Writing Club (Ron Ninnis)

.TEN PIN BOWLING REPORT - 18 November
16 Probarians met up at Planet Tenpin. We split into 4
teams of 4 players, 8 of whom scored over 100. The
first 6 rounds were very close, 5 players had only a few
points between them and Shaen was in the lead. Then
Maxine forged ahead and finished with a final score of
147 (1 strike). Shaen came second with a pb of 126 (1
strike) and Molly 112. Next came a small group Ros (2
strikes) and Ron (W) (1 strike) tied on 107, Ron (N) 106
(1 strike), Henrietta 104 (1 strike) and Elaine 103 (2
strikes). Anne also had 2 strikes and Chris 1.
6 players had coffee at an inside table in the newly
refurbished Groove Café after a very enjoyable game.
Next month we plan to meet up again on Wednesday
16 December and in the New Year on Wednesday 20
January 2021. With current uncertainties regarding
plans to travel over the next couple of months in
particular to Adelaide and other parts of southern
Australia we cannot be sure of the numbers of players.
Currently it looks as if enough people are interested for
both of these dates to make it viable.

Once a jolly wombat
Burrowed near a billabong.
He came up all wet
And a little bit upset
CHORUS (All together now..)
Not a scintilla
Not a scintilla
No plonk in my cellar for me.
Down came ol’ Santa
“I really need Mylanta
At the very least some Fanta.
Something please for ol Prancer. “
CHORUS
So our Wally, the wombat
Quick as a numbat,
Scrounged his big cellar with Whee.
“Alkaline Seltza! Please tell her.
Swill it round, will really help her. “
CHORUS
Up jumped ‘ol Santa, sorted out his sleigh.
“This year’s a special for Tokay.
To a wonderful Wombat, who speeds us on our
way!”
CHORUS
Lots of Crux Premier
Plenty of schmer
With gallons of cheer
For all the next year!
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Dining out at The Jetty
President—Bronwyn Russell
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Out and about in November

For English lovers..
What is the difference between “completed” and
“finished”? No dictionary has been able to define the
difference between “complete” and “finished”. But in
Garden Club
Garden Club in England, Sun Sherman, an
a linguistic conference
Indian American, was the clever winner. His response:
When you marry the right woman, you are
“complete”. If you marry the wrong woman, you are
“finished”. And when the right woman catches you
with the wrong woman you are “completely finished”.
His answer received a five minute standing ovation.
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Out and about in November
Garden Club at Allora Gardens Nursery

Anne and Ed under the Banyan tree
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Probus Club of Darwin
tour of Port of Darwin
Report courtesy of Mary Martin and Allan Mitchell

Containers to Cows to Cruising (No Bull) – a Great Day Out for the Darwin Probus Club
The controversy following the sale means many people around Australia know that the Darwin
Port is owned by Chinese interests. But few would know much more about the Port of Darwin.

On Friday 13
November a group of
42 members and
friends of Probus
visited the Port of
Darwin on East Arm.
Briefed by General
Manager, Peter
Dummett, Probarians
learned about the
administration and
operations of the Port
and were treated to
morning tea. Following
this our visitors
enjoyed a bus tour of the Port accompanied Mr Drummett who gave an overview of the Port
operations. Some interesting Port of Darwin facts.
It operates from three locations , the main wharf on East Arm, the Stokes Hill Wharf (Cruise
Terminal and Wharf) and Cullen Bay.
The Port is a key support hub for Australia’s oﬀshore oil and gas ﬁelds in the Arafura Sea, Timor
Sea and waters off the coast of Western Australia.
Across its various wharves the Port sees imports and export of
dry bulk cargo such as mineral ores, live cattle, containers and
cruise passengers.
As with all good outings, the excursion finished with a
scrumptious lunch at the Coolalinga Tavern, a popular local pub
not far south of Darwin, down the Stuart Highway.
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Christmas Day drinks

Watermelon and Mint Cooler
INGREDIENTS
500G WATERMELON FLESH
½ CUP (125ML) COCONUT WATER
3 CUPS (750ML) SPARKLING WINE OR
CHAMPAGNE
ICE CUBES, TO SERVE
MICRO (BABY) MINT LEAVES, TO SERVE
METHOD
Place the watermelon and coconut water in a blender and blend
until smooth. Strain into a large jug and refrigerate.
Divide the watermelon mixture between 6 Champagne flutes.
Top each with sparkling wine and serve with ice and mint.
Serves 6

Christmas Lunch
Sole Restaurant
Tropical Resort
Lee Point Road,
Muirhead
December 9, 2020
11.15am for 11.30am
Bookings essential

Passionfruit and Pineapple Spritzer (non alcoholic)
INGREDIENTS
1 pineapple, peeled, quartered lengthways, cored
12 passionfruit, pulp removed, strained,
plus extra to garnish
2 cups unsweetened pineapple juice
2 cups sparkling mineral water
mint sprigs, to garnish
Method
1. Cut half the pineapple into 2cm sticks and place into a
bowl. Freeze for 4 hours or until frozen.
2. Roughly chop remaining pineapple and process in a food
processor until finely chopped. Transfer to a large jug. Add
strained passionfruit and pineapple juice.
3. Add ice and mineral water. Serve spritzer in tall glasses.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Extracts from the Minutes 4th December 1996
Held at the Darwin Bowls Club
Present: Messrs J Fisher, H Roberts, H Giese, R Chin,
M Taylor, L.Penhall, W McLaren, R Eddy, J Fisher,
Dr Bromich, R Dimery
Apologies: Dr Darvall, ,Messrs I MacGregor, Simmons,
Arthur, Kidd, Leonard, K. Thompson, A Thompson
Minutes: The meeting adopted the Minutes of the
previous meeting.
Correspondence:
Inwards
His Honour The Administrator
Nature Territory newsletter
Northern Council newsletter
Outwards
His Honour The Administrator
Treasurer’s Report: No report as Treasurer not able to
attend meeting. Secretary has account for $19.55 for
postage.
Leave of Absence: granted to R. Dimery
General Business: Gifts for Administrator and his wife—
a Probus tie and two wine glasses.
Close: Meeting closed at 11.10am
Members proceeded to Darwin Sailing Club to enjoy
Christmas lunch.
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P

lease bring donations of non
perishable items, gifts etc. for
the Salvation Army
Christmas
Appeal to the
Patti
Jacobson
December meeting—
PRIVACY STATEMENT
The information collected in relation to members shall be held in
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act.
INSURANCE
All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into
consideration.

DISCLAIMER
This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to NonMembers. The information contained in this publication is "Private and
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose.

