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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  1 December, 2021   10:30am 
Meetings begin at 10:30am and are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month except  January 



Bronwyn’s Blurb 

 s I write this, I am reminded of how much communication change we have 
seen during our lifetime. It really came to mind when I was reading about the 

150th anniversary of the first, fast international communication between Australia 
and the rest of the world that happened in Darwin. The overland telegraph was an 
incredible engineering feat in itself but, as it was designed to link up with the 
subsea cable from Indonesia, it becomes even more amazing. Ten years ago I was 
with a number of interested history buffs when we went to Frew Ponds to 
celebrate the joining of the two ends of the telegraph line. This is an interesting site that is 35 
kilometres south of Dunmarra, so take a moment to reflect and read the signage if you are driving 
south anytime soon. There is a walking trail as well. 

We have seen telephone usage become commonplace during our lifetime and now most people carry 
one of these amazing mobile computers in our pockets! We have learnt about the internet, occasionally 
kicking and screaming, but we are expected to be able to get information and send it immediately. The 
“old” days of waiting for the postman to bring us a letter are a bit of the past now. It is always a delight 
to receive one in the mail now, especially when it isn’t a bill! It is also commonplace to jump on a plane 
and be anywhere in Australia within 4 hours (and overseas), Covid permitting. 

This year is nearly ended and we are starting to talk about Christmas. Will we be in Darwin or will we be 
brave enough to head interstate and hope to be allowed home again? We have our own Probus 
Christmas lunch to share which is always a grand occasion and I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
Thank you to the people who contribute some “goodies” for people struggling at this time. These will 
be collected at the meeting, not the lunch. 

To those of you who will be here on 11 December there will be a combined Churches Christmas carols 
at Leanyer Water Park at 5:30pm. Some people find this a bit easier to get to and park instead of the 
Amphitheatre, especially if you have grandchildren in tow. The Rotary Club of Darwin North runs a 
barbecue for a coin donation, otherwise is is a free event. 

I will now email this off to Gwenda, our Secretary, to allow the publication of this month’s bulletin. With 
a bit of help from a real person and a computer and you will receive it quickly so that you know what 
else is happening in the Probus family. 

Have a happy and healthy Christmas.      Until next time……..Bronwyn. 
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October at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Nov 26       9:30am 
Morning Tea—Henbury 

on Aralia 

Nov 30    1:00pm Board Games  

Dec 1     10:30am Meeting at Tracy  Village 

Dec 6       11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Dec 8      11:30am Christmas lunch at Silks 

Dec 15      11:00am 10 pin bowling    King Pin 

Dec 21     11:00am Writing Club at Cas Club 

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 
 
Read November discuss in December 

• Nine Perfect Strangers by Lionel Moriarty 

• Still by Matt Noble 

• The Love Letter by Lucindale Riley 

• Your choice  -  any book about a real person 
from history 

We would be interested in hearing from some of 
our club members about titles they may have 
read and would consider passing on to the Book 
Club for inclusion in our reading list. If you have 
any suggestions please email to 
bev007barnes@gmail.com 

Next meeting—6 December , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

Stay well. Stay safe.                                   Bev Barnes 

Interest Groups 

 

TRIPE CLUB 

Enquiries / Bookings  

 Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 

Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 

Board Games  
Come and join us playing your favourite Board Games 
at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

Tuesday, 30 November, 2021—1:00—3:00pm. 

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 
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December 
Dining Out 

 

Christmas Lunch 
at Silks Restaurant 

 

 

 

Wednesday,  
8 December 
11:30 am 

 

 

 

 

Co-ordinator 
Pat Sisson 
phone:  0427 918 603 

Salvation Army  
Christmas Collection 

 

If you would like to donate any 
non perishable food items or gifts to help 
make Christmas a bit happier for those 
less fortunate, bring items along to the 
next meeting. Ian will organise 
the distribution. 



March General Meeting 

Dining at Sailing Club 
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Member Profile—Judy Medley 

Working in the ‘70s 

  was born Judith Chapman, the eldest of four children, in Kimba, a wheat and sheep 
farming district on Eyre Peninsula, in South Australia. My father, who had emigrated 

from London as a 17 year old lad, was fortunate in having a caring and supportive family 
on a bonded scheme, and through sheer hard work and intellect became a successful 
farmer. 

We had parents who clearly loved us and were able to provide for us the basic necessities 
of life. We attended Methodist Sunday School and Youth Groups and have all stood by 
these beliefs throughout our lives. Through example, we were taught that life is not going 
to be easy, that it doesn’t matter what you have done, or what you have achieved, 
honesty, a positive attitude, kindness, relationships with others, and it is not what we 
take, but what we give, that has the most value, and gives us the most pleasure in life. 

Unlike many of my peers, I was fortunate in having parents who believed in educating their daughters. My real 
experiences in life came when I had to leave my sheltered home and face life alone at the age of fifteen. To 
complete high school beyond year ten I moved to Whyalla before attending Wattle Park Teacher’s College in 
Adelaide.  

Teaching gave me the opportunity to see South Australia and I spent time in Whyalla, Wallaroo and Jamestown 
before moving to Darwin in 1967 and 1968. 

It was in Darwin I developed a fascination with Asia on a trip with friends through SE Asia. I also met my future 
husband, Geoff Medley, a young engineer from Melbourne, who was working at the Rum Jungle mine site.  

We married in 1969 and spent the next two years in Melbourne before moving to Paraburdoo in the Pilbara, in 
Western Australia where the new township and mine site for Hamersley Iron was being constructed.  

On leaving Paraburdoo we embarked on an overseas adventure travelling through SE Asia and India, before arriving 
in Johannesburg in South Africa where we spent the next six months working. We then travelled through Africa to 
Egypt and Greece before arriving in London, just in time to see the Trooping of the Colour at Buckingham Palace.  

A VW campervan was purchased, and like many other Australians at the time, travelled around the UK and Europe 
before returning to Australia. 

Geoff found employment in Adelaide. Six years later, with three children, Raymond, Peter and Janelle, we packed 
and moved to Sydney for two years. In 1982 it was back to Darwin where my official home has been ever since. 

When all my children had started school I decided to do some relief and contract teaching. As I was no longer 
qualified to teach it was back to university, part time, to get the degree that allowed me to teach in both primary 
and junior high schools. After many years of contract and relief teaching, I returned to full time teaching in 1998 at 
Nakara, one and a half years in Guangzhou, China, at an American International School in 2001/2 and then at Parap 
until I retired at the end of 2010. 

My children, being somewhat adventurous, meant overseas visits to them in The Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Singapore and Shanghai. 

Since retiring from teaching at the end of 2010 I have joined a number of activities in Darwin, travelled interstate to 
visit family and friends as well as a number of trips overseas as both a tourist and volunteer, especially in SE Asia. 

In my travels I have met and befriended some wonderful people and have friends who live in all states of Australia 
and many overseas countries. They’re not rich and famous, they are ordinary people who have faced life with all its 
ups and downs and their friendships are very important to me. 

Heart Foundation  

Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am. 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

In recess until next year 

 

Contact Jeff Mosel  ph  0422 187 263 



Probus Writing Group   November 2021 

We met at the Cas Club and enjoyed Fun, Friendship 
and Fellowship, followed by an inexpensive meal. We 
had our usual fast write-up, which is writing on a topic 
for 7 minutes. This time the topic was titled “Dear 
Diary”. We discussed how writing can be fun, not like 
those essays that we had to write at school for English 
– where the topic was always something were not 
interested in. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the Cas 
Club on Tuesday, 21 December, but contact us anyway. 
Some members just prefer to email their stories in, and 
this is fine – the idea is to write after all. 
The next topic is "The Christmas Pudding “We are all 
thinking about Christmas at this time of year, so there 
should be no shortage of ideas for a good story.   
Anyone and everyone is invited to write for our small 
group. Just see me at the next Probus meeting   
 Ron Ninnis 
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December Birthdays  

Jen Marshall Majella Graham 
Jim Sheehan Kevin Hubble 
Beverley Aitken Sue Wright 
Dr Hunter McEwen Michael Johnson 
 Trevor Bleakley 

December  

Anniversaries 

Maureen and Jack Burr 

Judy and Colin Beard 
Kevin and Rita Cluley 



Out and about in November 
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Garden Club 

Meeting 

October 

November meeting 

Just a quick update from Bunbury in WA to say that Allan finished 
his Bibbulmun Hike last Tuesday week ago. He drove south in 
September, determined to complete the 1,005km Bibbulmun 
Track in the Southwest of WA, that he had started three years 
ago in November 2018. He had 450km to go. And it’s done!  
Allan spent 27 days on the track from 26 September until 9 
November, to finish this last section,  averaging  16.75km per 
day. His plan now, and has been since he finished, is to spend 
some time in the Southwest, then head east across the Nullarbor.  

November meeting 



Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 
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Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

Dining Out 
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Garden Meeting at Trailer Boat Club 
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GARDEN CLUB  

44 garden lovers enjoyed our last meeting at the 
Trailer Boat Club. Many thanks to our guest speakers 
Maddy and Maria, speaking about desert roses.  

The Christmas theme went well with Mike Foley as 
“Santa” and everyone singing Christmas carols with 
help from Lyn Barlow. 

Many thanks to Robert, Bob and Kay, the willing 
workers every month. 

 

Next meeting   
Wednesday, 9 February 2022  

Venue and topic to be advised. 
 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

TEN PIN BOWLING  

Nine players participated. 

Janet started off really well. Elaine equalled her score of 39 
in round 4, with Henrietta and Anne close behind. Henrietta 
forged ahead in round 6 and stayed in the lead until the end 
finishing on a final score of 98. In round 8, 9, and 10 Shirley 
came from nowhere getting 3 spares in a row to take second 
place with 93 followed by Elaine with 91 and Anne with 90. 
It was a frustrating game in many ways – there were many 
missed opportunities, no one reached the magic 100 and 
there were no strikes. The reason for this we believed was 
because we had to wear masks! 

After the game we discussed options for a coffee prior to 
future games. We decided to meet at Caramello Patisserie 
at 10.00am on Wednesday 15 December then go over to 
Kingpin as usual around 11.00. Caramello is situated among 
a group of shops at the junction of Sabine Road and 
Macmillan’s Road. 

Just a reminder there will be NO game in JANUARY 2022 as 
Kingpin will be busy during the school holidays. We meet up 
in the New Year on WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2022. 
 

I hope to see you next at 10.00am at Caramello on 
WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2021 prior to a game at 

Kingpin.                                   Shirley Porte  -  Coordinator 

Date, Oat and Almond Biscuits – Bev Aitken  

125ml extra virgin oil ½ cup brown sugar 
1 egg 1 cup dates, thinly sliced 
½ cup rolled oats ¼ cup flaked almonds 
¼ cup pepitas 1 cup plain flour 
1 tablespoon chia seeds 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 teaspoon carb soda  
Extra ¼ cup each of oats,  
pepitas and almonds for rolling 
biscuits. 

Method 
• Whisk together oil, sugar and 

egg. Stir in dates, oats, 
pepitas, almonds and seeds. 
Sift in flour, bicarb and cinnamon. Mix until combined. 

• Cover bowl and refrigerate 30 minutes. 
• Preheat oven 180o fan forced  
• Line oven trays with baking paper. Combine extra oats,  

extra pepitas and extra almonds in shallow bowl. 
• Divide mixture into balls. Roll balls in oat mixture gently 

pressing to coat, slightly flatten balls.  
• Arrange on tray, about 4 cm apart. 
• Cook 16 minutes till golden brown. Cool on trays. 

 
An endless Summer day 

Ron Ninnis 

 

Deep water running. 
Mid afternoon on a hot day. 
Green leaves, delicate ferns. 

Then  a sudden burst of a cascade 
Running over mossy rocks. 

You can hear the waves 
Splashing and playing. 

Water beetles skimming across 
The surface of the pool. 

And distantly, the smell of fire, 
and burnt grass. 

 
A butterfly wanders past,  

And the leaves shimmer in the breeze. 
 

Everything is moving, 
and we must too. 

Time to leave here and go home. 
The endless lazy summer day 

has come to an end. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 3 December 1997  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Dimery, Fisher, Roberts, Dr Bromich, 
Simmons, Giese, McLaren, K. Thompson, Eddy, Penhall, Chin, 
Taylor   

Apologies: ,  Dr Darvall, Messrs  I MacGregor, Leonard, 
Marchant,  Plew 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous 
meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—HH Administrator, Darwin City Council, COTA News, 
Tambling Report, Nature Territory 

Outwards—HH Administrator 

Treasurer’s Report:  Opening balance $402.77 less Expenses 
$56.25. Closing balance $346.52 

General Business: Mr President expressed appreciation to Mr 
Fisher for his efforts in arranging a most successful outing 
down the track last month’s meeting as well as other visits 
throughout the past year.  

No meeting in January 1998. The president informed members 
that No meeting would be held in January 1998. 

Darwin Sailing Club—Water Front Bistro Function. Five ladies 
joined the Club members for our annual Xmas function. Mr 
President extended a warm welcome to all. He presented the 
Patron’s apologies for his inab8ility to attend due to an earlier 
engagement. Members were treated to a hot traditional Xmas 
dinner and the function concluded at 2:30pm. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
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Welcome  New Members  -  inducted at November meeting 

 
MaryAnn Bin-Sallik 

Mick White Nancy Lay 

 

Wishing all Probus members and families  

a very happy and safe festive season 

Management Committee 

 

 


