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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  4 January, 2023 

10:30am  -  General Meeting 

Meetings begin 

at 10:30am and 

are held on the 

first  

Wednesday of 

each month  

NO meeting in December 
Dec 7 is Chistmas Lunch at Silks Restaurant 



Janet’s Jottings 

 hristmas is upon us and I am so looking forward to us celebrating together 
at Silks on the 7th December, another day of Fellowship and Fun . 

Last year we were entertained with the “Twelve Days of Christmas”, what will 
this year bring? 

The Probus year has been a busy one with trips to the Zebra Rock Factory, 
lunch at De Lago, a very interesting tour of the Barramundi Farm, National 
Probus Day combined morning tea with the talents of our members and Bill 
Roy and the Pearlers entertaining us. A huge morning tea on the billiard table!! 

A weekend in Katherine with an evening at Marksies, bush tucker enjoyed by 
all. We did wonder about the road kill? 

We have been taken to many restaurants all over Darwin for our dining out evenings, Garden club 
visits with Guest Speakers, new plants to grow and love. 

Book club readings on many and varied topics some times very lively discussion following. Creative 
writing group producing such entertaining stories, ten pin bowling mornings after coffee and chat. 
Board game afternoons, casual coffee mornings, golf mornings teeing off in all weather! 

We have had a variety of Guest Speakers at our meetings, also members interviewed by another 
member. We can learn so much about each other and our interesting past and present lives. Video 
recordings of our Guest Speakers are available to see on our web site. 

We have welcomed new members to our club with membership now at 121. 

Of course we sadly miss our members who are no longer with us, but they won’t be forgotten for 
their contributions and sense of humour. 

Our monthly Bulletin keeps us updated. 

I would like to thank our Patron the Honourable Mrs Vicki O’Halloran AO who has watched over us 
during her time in office, we wish you all the best in 2023, whatever it may bring. 

On behalf of myself, our Management Committee and Social Committee, we wish you and your 
families a joyous and safe Christmas. 

Looking forward to spending time together at our Christmas Party! 

See you at the next meeting in January. 

Cheers 
Janet 
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December 

Dining Out  

in lieu of meeting 

Christmas lunch at Silks Restaurant 
Wednesday, 7 December. Arrival 11:15  - 11:30 am 

Contact  
Pat Sisson for any changes  

Ph 0427 918 603 



December at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Monday  

Dec 5  -  11:00am 
Book Club at Cas Club 

Wednesday 

Dec 7-  11:15 am 

Christmas Lunch at Silks 

Restaurant 

Monday 

Dec 12—8:30am  
Golf at Gardens  

Tuesday 

Dec 20  - 11:00am 

Writing group at Cas 

Club 

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

What a great get together we had this 
morning.  The reviews were rather 
varied and ranged from:  Enjoyed, 
unrealistic, sad, gave me nightmares 
and would not  recommend. 
> One Fourteenth  of an Elephant was 
discussed at great length.   Good read. 
 

Read November and discuss December 

•  Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardino Evaristo 

• The Curlews Eye by Karen Manton 

• Any title by Bryce Courtney. For anyone interested, his 
latest book, I am told is, Family FryingPan. 

 

Read December and discuss January 

•  Any title by Donna Leon 

• Apeirogon by Colum McCann 

• Exiles by Jane Harper. 
 
 

Next meeting—5 December , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

We meet on the first Monday of each month If you 
enjoy reading, having good fellowship while enjoying a 
healthy lunch this is where you need to be. 

Stay well, stay safe and happy reading,      Bev Barnes  

Interest Groups 

GARDEN CLUB  

 
.Great day at Trailor Boat Club for our 
last meeting for 2022. Welcome to all the 
new faces. 

Congratulations to Elaine Ellard for her pretty outfit 
and effort,  to dress in the Christmas spirit as 
Mother Christmas. 

Many thanks to Pat Rasmusson 
from Pearl Retirement Village 
for speaking to us about the 
beautiful yellow vine, botanical 
name, PETREOVITEX 
BAMBUSSA, and common 
name Curtains of Gold.   

Next meeting Wednesday   
11 January 10.30 am at  Alllora 
Gardens, Nursery. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, to 
everybody 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 
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Hope you enjoy your special day 

 

December Birthdays  

December Anniversaries 

Jim Sheehan** Hunter McEwen 

Beverley Aitken** Majella Graham 

Hendrika Carlow  

Maureen and Jack Burr 

Judy and Colin Beard 

Annabelle and Ron Lawford 

Kevin and Rita Cluley 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Gardens.  

Second Monday of the month. 

Contact Jeff Mosel  ph  0422 187 263 

Heart  
Foundation Walking 

Mondays, leaving from  
Casuarina Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 
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At our monthly meeting at 
the Cas Club, we discussed 
our previous topic of 
Christmassy doggerel. Doggerel is considered a 
low form of verse by some, although, to be fair 
some limericks are pretty low as well. Doggerel is 
used more than people realize - in pop songs for 
example- where the rhythm is more important 
than the rhyming. Maybe doggerel has a bad 
name because of its name. But both play around 
with the rules of poetry, and are not (usually) 
serious. 

Everyone knows some limericks - and some 
people know a lot of bawdy ones. Everyone knows 
the format: "There once was a (somebody) who 
(something)....", with a silly ending. 
 

The first two lines rhyme with the fifth line, and 
the third and fourth lines rhyme together. 
Traditionally, lines one, two and five have nine 
syllables each, and lines three and four have just 
six syllables each, more or less. 

Think of Little Miss Muffet or Humpty Dumpty 
(although they don't really follow the rules above 
exactly, not that that matters). 

One of my limericks as an example: 

There once was an elf called Ronald 

One Christmas, he slipped into MacDonalds. 

He grabbed a Mac 

Put it in his pack, 

And called out “It’s for Santa, he’s been nobbled.” 

LIMERICK COMPETITION:-  The 

competition is for the best limerick.  Please send 
your limericks in to the club email. The deadline is 
Thursday 1 December. 

The limericks from the finalists will be read out at 
the Christmas lunch and voted by the lunch 
attendees. 

 

You can check out the stories on https://
tinyurl.com/y8839h8b               

Ron Ninnis,   Coordinator 

Writing Group 
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Ken Cohalan OAM 

Seniors Snippets 

• Federal Budget - not a lot for NT 
Seniors. A dedicated Aged Care 
Commissioner will ensure complaints are 
thoroughly dealt with. A new independent 
Inspector General of Aged Care will target 
systemic issues to improve outcomes. Funding 
for pending pay rises of approximately 15% for 
300,000 aged care workers. Cheaper medicines 
with a Commonwealth Senior Health Card. 

• NT Dept of Health - good to see they advertised 
for a CEO with criteria matching community 
requirements. If you need health information go 
to the web site for NT Health. 

• Jacana Energy Efficiency Guide - circulated 
through NT News. Has some good tips to reduce 
energy cosgs—aircons, fridges, dryers etc. 

• COTA Christmas Party - 55 members attended a 
good function at Rydges Palmerston. COTA are 
lobbying NT Government to increase the NT 
Recognition Scheme from $500 visa card per 
year to $1,000.  

• East Point Reserve—Went for a drive along East 
Point Road—well worth the time to view the 
flowering trees, horses, wallabies, many birds 
and to overlook the Darwin Harbour. 

• Palmerston Probus Club celebrated their 10th 
anniversary on 20 October with a great meeting, 
recognising many members for their efforts. 

• So proud—granddaughter Lauren has been 
awarded a “Golden Key International Award” for 
being in the top 15% across 400 Universities in 
all disciplines of BIO Medical Engineering. 

Random Thoughts 
Sent in by Bob Schulze 

Intelligence is like underwear 
It is important that you have it, but 
not necessary that you show it off. 
 

A courtroom artist was arrested today for an  
unknown reason... details are sketchy. 
 

Whatever you do, always give 100%-- 
unless you're donating blood. 
 

What did Snow White say when she came out of 
the photo booth? Someday my prints will come. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
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April Meeting 

John and June Scott 

April Meeting 
Our wonderful members, John and June Scott have 
relocated to a residential care facility in Cairns. If 
you wish to keep in touch Lyn has contact details. 

John and June have been active members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin since  November 2008. Over 
the years they have joined in most of the activities, 
John took on the role of President in 2012, and was 
made a life member in 2018. He coordinated golf 
for many years, frequently entertaining at meetings 
with his golf reports using the “mulligans” method 
to manipulate the scores. John involved himself in 
the combined games days and was known for the 
“drug” testing of athletes—first introducing this at 
the Probus Olympics in 2012, where he also  
entertained with the song “My Boomerang won’t 
come back”.  John, together with Jim Wright 
brought us  a version of “The 12 Days of Christmas” 
at the 2013 Christmas Lunch, and presented a  
poem at our first combined Probus Club revue in 
2019.  

With her beautiful smile, June joined in lots of  
activities and fully supported John.  
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Table Tennis Interest Group 

Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.  Contact 
Chris 0429171326. 

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

Darwin Probus Writer's group     - 
Beverley Baker 
 
Whiskered  Santa Claus most jolly 
Enveloped in a red suited folly 
Kisses the Missus a fond goodbye  
Before departing North Pole to fly 
Worldwide to dispense gifts and Lolly.  
 
All year elves in Santa’s workshop  
Have toiled to make presents, until they drop.  
Now loaded is a huge sack of toys 
To enchant good little girls and boys.  
Now onto the full sleigh Santa flops.  
 
Rudolph and his trusty reindeer crew 
From house chimney to chimney flew, 
Rudy’s red nose leading the way 
Santa’s helper a rosy light ray 
While kids slept and dreams of gifts grew.  
 
Children had left treats and as they snooze 
Deer eat carrots while Santa heads for the booze 
Brandy is handy, wine so fine, beer to cheer 
While Christmas cake and pies fill out his gear 
All meaning next year he  has more weight to 
lose.  
 
Over Darwin a tropical low looms.  
Santa stares confused as lightning and thunder 
booms.  
Disorientated by overindulging and wet season 
rain 
Via solar panels he tries house entry to gain.  
He somehow reaches the lounge room.  
 
Hot and bothered Santa manages to unload 
Presents both cheap and a la mode 
Before scrambling to reassemble 
His entourage after another Yuletide festival  
And return to Mary Christmas in his snowy 
abode.  

Craft Group 
 

What a super introduction  to a new group of like 
minded ladies.  Jan Warner showed us all how to 
construct a floral arrangement which was received 
with thanks.   
 
The group will meet weekly on Fridays, beginning 
in January,  at the Casuarina Sports Club at 
10.15am 
 
Bev Barnes—Coordinator 
Ph 0434 866 226 

TEN PIN BOWLING  
A pleasant coffee break was enjoyed by a small 
group at Caramella prior to the game. 
 
9 keen Probarians split into 2 teams. Ron and 
Janet started off particularly well then Anne and 
Ros joined in the race for first place. Ron remained 
in the lead from Rounds 2 - 8 when Janet scored a 
strike and surged ahead with an impressive final 
score of 122 (1 strike) pulling off a pb, Ron 102 (1 
strike) and Ros 101. Anne and Richard also scored 
a strike. 
 
There were times when pins fell unexpectedly and 
other times when that last remaining pin appeared 
glued to the floor. Team 14( Anne, Bronwyn, Ron 
and Ros) had issues with the scoring system so 
final scores could not be relied upon to be 
accurate. Also on several occasions in the final 
rounds after the first throw the incorrect number 
of pins came down for the second attempt!! Very 
strange. 
 
With no games scheduled for December and 

January we meet up once again  
on Wednesday 15 February 2023. 
 

Shirley Porte (Co-ordinator) 



 

Out and about in November 
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10 pin bowling 

Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning tea at Café Mt 8848 



Out and about in November 
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Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning 

Morning  

tea at The  

General 

Xmas Garden 

Club at the 

Trailer Boat 

Club 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 2 December 1998  

Held at the Darwin Sailing Club   
Present:  Messrs Roberts, Dally, Thompson, Taylor, 
Simmons, Dimery, Washington, Giese, Fisher, 
Thompson, McLaren, Chin, Bromich 

Apologies:  Fuller, Penhall, Plew, Larcombe  

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the 
previous meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Captain D Horton, HHA office 

Outwards—NT University Library 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer reported opening 
balance 121.07, receipts  Nil, Expenses $9, closing 
balance $112.07 

General Business:  .Mr President informed members 
that a meeting will not take place in January 1999. 

A Xmas luncheon has been arranged to take place at 
this Club this day, the catering service to be carried 
out by the front bistro. Formal part of the meeting 
concluded at 12:00. 

Xmas Luncheon:  His Honour the Administrator Dr Neil 
Conn and Mrs Conn arrived at the function at 12:15pm 
joining 24 members and spouses. A vote of thanks 
extended to the staff of Seafront Bistro for the 
delightful traditional Xmas luncheon served, which 
was enjoyed by all. 

Close: Function concluded at 2:00pm. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
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Nothing says Christmas more than Handel’s Messiah. 

The Darwin Chorale is honored to perform under the direction of Brett Weymark OAM, one of Australia’s 

foremost choral conductors. This renowned Sydney -based conductor will add his unique touch for a re-

markable performance. Tickets available on the Darwin Chorale website. 

Wishing all our members and 
families a wonderful Christmas 

and New Year. 

Stay safe and well. 
President and Management Committee of  

Probus Club of Darwin 


