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Bronwyn’s Blurb 

 his time last year we were 
completely unaware of 
what 2020 would bring 

us.  

I believe we are a bit more 
realistic at the start of this year. We are 
conscious of how quickly everything can change 
with sudden lockdowns in other states.  

We experienced this recently with the family 
arriving from Brisbane after 2 January! Isolation 
again for a few days after having Covid tests.  

I am looking forward to a vaccination, although 
only time will tell how successful it is.  

We have been enjoying the rain recently after 
two quite dry wet seasons. The plants are as well 
and plenty of new growth is making everything 
so green. Not to mention the frogs!!! Their 
croaking drowns out the phone at times. Lots of 
tadpoles should guarantee we will have many 
into the future.  

We have a lot to look forward to this year. There 
are many events being planned as well as our 
usual groups, no time to rest!  

It has been interesting to see how many people 
are taking advantage of looking around the NT 
including Dundee Beach, Kakadu and Katherine 
to name a few.  

I will be pleased to see everybody again so we 
can enjoy each other’s company  

Happy and healthy 2021 to everyone.  

 

Bronwyn Russell 

 NT Concessions and Recognition – 
please update your details by 21 June 
2021 either on line or call at the Cas 
Office near the bus interchange. 

 Senior Beautiful Garden Competition – by Keep 
Australia Beautiful - Heimo Schober will run again. 
Meeting Monday 1st February to set up the detail but 
looking forward to plenty of nomination from Top 
End Probus Members 

 Kokoda Industries/Ausdesigns – Helping People 
Achieve. It great to see our fellow citizens with 
disabilities make items that are suitable for everyday 
use. 
 Range of products such as pallets, trailers, 

benches, parkland range, grandstand, bike rack all 
at reasonable price. 

 Indigenous prints, conference/promotional; bags, 
gifts & souvenirs, table linen, work wear all made 
in the NT- 46 Toupein Rd Yarrawonga NT. 

 Cyclone Preparedness – Cyclones are part of the NT 
prone between Nov & May. Some checks 
 Make sure your emergency kit is fully stocked.  
 Clear area around your home, trim branches and 

clear loose materials 
 Choose a room to shelter in or create a 

strengthened area. 
 Economic Support Payment – for 2.5 million 

Pensioners and 760,000 low income families will 
receive $250 from 1st March 2021. 

 How to make a will— you must be 18 years or older 
and of sound mind. You can do one of the following: 
 ask a solicitor to prepare a will for you 
 buy a do-it-yourself kit, available from an 

Australia Post Office or some news agencies - 
you should carefully read and follow all 
instructions in the kit 

 make a will with the Public Trustee. 
 COVID 19 UPDATE 

 There are currently 19 active cases in the NT.  
 There is currently no community transmission in 

the NT. Just be careful when dining out. 

Senior’s Snippets 
 

By Ken Cohalan  OAM 

Guest Speaker 

 

Dr Phil Carson, retired general surgeon. 



Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

Board Games  

Come and join us playing your favourite Board 
Games at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

Tuesday, 23 February, 1:00—3:00pm. 

Interest Groups 

February at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Feb 1 10:30am Book Club at Cas Club 

Feb 3  10:30am Meeting at Tracy  Village 

Feb 10  10:30am Garden Club 

Feb 16  11:00am Writing Club at Cas Club 

Feb 17     9:30am 
10 pin bowling at  
Planet 10 pin 

Feb 17     6:30pm Dining out 

Every Mon 8:30am Golf at various locations 
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Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire. 
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

In recess until February/March 

Check with Jeff Mosel for detail  -  ph 0422 187 263 

GARDEN CLUB 
27 members at our last meeting in December. 

Thanks to Ben for his very interesting talk and 
demonstration on WORMS. We all had lunch 
at the Trailer Boat Club 

 

Next meeting   
Wednesday, 10 February, 10:30am  

Mike Foley’s place—46 Witherden St, 
Nakara.   

 

Bring a cup, chair and gloves. 

Another enjoyable get together. We were eight very 
happy readers.  You might notice we do not go into 
great depth when discussing/reviewing the different 
books.  Some members are either still reading or 
waiting for the library to get the books in  stock, we 
endeavour not to spoil anybody's reading 
experiences 

Reviews are as follows: 
“Hidden in Plain Sight” by Jeffrey Archer. Enjoyed 
but very predictable; boring, didn’t appreciate this 
read. 
“Radio Girl” by David Duffy. Enjoyed reading 
interesting, amazing achievements of a young 
woman into a male dominated industry during the 
war. Detailed and highly recommend. Before her 
time. Enjoyed by all. 
“The Freedom Circus” by Sue Smethurst. Nazi 
treatment of Jews. Depressing. Happy ending and 
the circus was the bright spot throughout. 
“The Survivor” by Jane Harper Ranged from ok read 
to excellent read. Not as good as The Dry which was 
an excellent read. 
Books to read January and discuss February. 
Eleven Bats by Anthony Moffit 
Reckoning, a Memoir by Magda Szubanksi 
A Burning by Megha Majumdar 
The Nights Swim by Megan Goldin 
 

Book Club meets first Monday of the month at 
Casuarina Sports Club at 11:00am. 

A good New Years Resolution—Read more books. 

 

February 

Dining 

Out 
 

2 Sir Norman Brearly Dr, Marrara  
 

Contact: 
Bev Whitby, ph 0407 053 903 



Heart Foundation  
Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am. 
For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 
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Australia Day Quiz 
1. What is the name of the largest sand island in the world?  
2. In which year did the Prime Minister, Harold Holt, disappear at the beach?  

What was the name of the beach? 
3. Whose face is on the $10 note? 
4. Which two Australian cities have hosted the Olympics and in which years? 
5. What is Don Bradman’s batting average? 
6. How many sides does the 50 cent piece have? 
7. What is the nickname of the Australian women’s cricket team? 
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TRIPE CLUB 
 

Enquiries to Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 
 

Bookings  to  
Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 

 

 
We exchanged stories and comments about the month’s 
topic of “What if….”; we had a speed write exercise (7 
minutes) on the topic of a picture of an old man’s face; we 
discussed the poetry form Haiku, and earmarked it for a 
follow-up discussion with some examples. And we generally 
enjoyed everyone’s company. 

Anyone can now read our imaginative and unbelievable 
stories and more at our new publically available cloud-
storage at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 
The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the Casuarina 
Club on 19th January, but contact us anyway. Some 
members just prefer to email their stories in, and this is fine 
– the idea is to write after all. 

The next topic is "Dear...". The idea is to write a letter. 
Letter-writing seems to be on the way out these days, and it 
is time to revive it (but to be creative also).  

Writing Club 

.TEN PIN BOWLING  
 

16 Probarians keen for a game met up at Planet Tenpin 
on 20 January. Julie from the Charles Darwin Club 
joined us for the first time. It was not a high scoring 
game and only 6 players scored 100 and over. Max 
went into the lead in round 7 finishing with a final 
score was 126 (2 strikes). Several players fought long 
and hard for second place and finally Richard 
succeeded with 116. After a very enjoyable game a 
small group of 6 players had coffee at the ‘Groove’ 

Next meeting 

February 17 at Planet 10 pin.,  
9:30am 
Come and enjoy 

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b


Out and about in December/January 

Garden Club 

are 80 years old and now you’re  
going to start jumping out of  
aeroplanes?” 

I told her that I had even got a 
Membership Card and emailed a 
copy to her. 

She immediately phoned me and 
yelled, “Good grief, Mum, where are 
your glasses. This is a membership 
to a Prostitute Club, not a Parachute 
Club.” 

Calmly I replied, “Oh goodness. I 
think I am in real trouble then,  
because I signed up for five jumps a 
week.” 

The line went quiet and her friend 
picked up the phone and said that 
my daughter had fainted.b 

Sent in by Lyn Barlow 
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Bev, Barb and Pat  
managed to find  

Father Christmas at the 
shopping centre. 

Life as a Senior Citizen is not getting any 
easier, but sometimes it can be real fun. 
 

A spritely 80 year old lady was being 
pressed by her daughter to “do some-
thing useful with your time, mother” – 
her favourite topic of conversation. 

So I asked “why is sitting around the pool 
and drinking wine not a good thing?” 

“I am only thinking of you”, replied 
daughter. “Why don’t you join a Probus 
Club?” 

So I did just that and when I got home I 
decided to have a little fun with my 
daughter. 

I emailed her and told her that I had 
joined a Parachute Club. 

She replied , “Mother, are you nuts? You 



Anne and Ed under the Banyan tree 
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2020 Pre Covid memories 

February —meetings, garden   

and dining out 

March —meetings 
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PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 5th February 1997  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs J Fisher, M Taylor, H Roberts, H Giese, 
R Eddy, R Chin, W  McLaren, Dr Bromich 
Apologies: ,Messrs I MacGregor, Dimery, Kidd, 
Leonard, K. Thompson,  A Thompson, Dr Darvall 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the 
previous meeting.  

Congratulations:  to Mr Giese on his award of Order of 
Australia in the Australia Day honours. 

Correspondence:  

 Inwards 
 His  Honour The Administrator 
 Nature Territory newsletter 
 Darwin City Library 
 Outwards 
 Nil 
Treasurer’s Report:  No report as Treasurer not able to 
attend meeting.  

Guest Speaker: Mr Ron Strachan of National Flags 
Australia. His firm has won the supply of flags contract 
with NT Govt. His firm can manufacture any type of 
flag. Mr Strachan demonstrated many flags and 
explained the finer details on them. 

Membership: Members discussed present 
membership position and efforts to recruit new 
members. 

Secretary: The President expressed thanks to the 
Secretary for his handling of club business over the 
years. 

Close: Mr President reminded members that next 
meeting would be the AGM. Meeting closed at 
11.00am 

AGM  2021 
Will be held on  

Wednesday, 3 March 2021 

At Tracy Village Social and Sports Club 

Nomination forms will be available for 

all positions on the  

Executive and Committees at the  

February meeting. 

 

February Birthdays  

Peter and Maree Toll 

Julian and Teresa Jong 

Peter and Gelita Shapcott 

Elaine and Clive Mackrow 

June Scott Julianne Quinn 

Pat Buchanan Vicki Langley 

Andrew Leo Gloria Sinclair 

Mary Fathers Diana Brooks 

Margaret McCarthy Hope you enjoy your special day 

 February Anniversaries 

Australia Day Quiz Answers 

1. Fraser Island. 
2. 1967. Cheviot Beach. 
3. Banjo Paterson. 
4. Melbourne (1956). Sydney (2000) 
5. 99.94. 
6. 12. 
7. The Southern Stars. 


