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Its objects are to stimulate thought, interest and participation in activities at a time of life 

when it is easy to become complacent and self-centred. 
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PATRON 
Her Honour The Honourable  
Vicki O’Halloran AO 
Administrator of the NT 

PO Box 40452   
CASUARINA  NT 0811 

Web Page:   www.darwinprobus.org 
Email:   secretaryprobusdarwin@hotmail.com 

Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  2 February, 2022   10:30am 

Meetings begin at 10:30am and are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month except  January 

Reminder:  Under current Covid-19 regulations you will need to be vaccinated, able to 
provide your vaccination information and wear a mask unless seated and eating/drinking. 



Heart Foundation  

Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 

7:30am. 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 
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Bronwyn’s Blurb 

 elcome to the year of 2022. It will take me most of the year to get used to 
writing that number down!  

The year has started with enormous outbreaks of Covid 19 all around the country 
except for WA. I understand that many of our friends and family are keeping 
relatively low key and not going into crowded situations as much as possible. I was 
meant to attend a conference in Sydney at the end of this month which was 
postponed this morning. I confess to being quite relieved as the thought of flying 
into Sydney was not really appealing! Fortunately, most of us were able to celebrate Christmas in the 
NT although some travel was restricted, either because flights were cancelled or others by choice. I 
hope you are all keeping well. 

 I am always excited to hear of new ideas for students that are being encouraged by teachers. In reality, 
they are probably not entirely new, but set up in a different way. Here is another thought that you 
might like to contribute to. I acknowledge a conflict of interest in this project because my son in law, 
Ambrose Nicholls-Skene, is the teacher wanting to initiate the program. He is hoping that the students 
will be able to increase their reading, maths and project management skills. 

Bottle Cap Recycling 
Bottle caps fall through the gaps in our community recycling programs. They are the perfect 
opportunity to create a school-based recycling and repurposing program. Our students will collect, 
clean, sort and melt the bottle caps into various products including kitchen chopping boards and coffee 
cup holders. If you have the opportunity, can you please keep your bottle caps, and we will either have 
a drop off point at Dripstone Middle School or can do a monthly collection service (just leave them in a 
bag in your letter box)? We thank you for your interest and support.  

I could also do a collection at our meetings of course. I think I have 6 to start with!!!! 

Until next time……..Bronwyn. 
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Regards 

Bronwyn 

 

 

 

 

February Guest Speaker 

 

Ron Strachan 
“The Flagman” 



February at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Jan 28— 9:30am Morning tea at Saltwater 

Feb 2  -  10:30am Meeting at Tracy Village 

Feb 7  -  11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Feb 9  -  10:30am Garden Club 

Feb 15  -  11:00am 
Writing group at Cas 

Club 

Feb 16  -  10:00 am 
Coffee followed by 10 pin 

bowling at King Pin 

Feb 16  -  6:30pm 
Dining out at Loong 

Fong 

Feb 22  -  1:00pm Board Games at Pearl 

Feb 25  -  9:30am 
Morning tea at  

Boardwalk 

 Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

 

Read January discuss in February 

• Moth  -  By Melody Razak 

• The Tree of Man  -  By Patrick White 

• Rogue Lawyer  -  By John Grisham 

 

Next meeting—7 February , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

We look forward to meeting all who have a 
mutual  interest in reading.  Always on the 
lookout for new Authors and new Titles. 

Stay well, stay safe and happy reading.  

Bev Barnes 

Interest Groups 

 

TRIPE CLUB 

Enquiries / Bookings  

 Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 

Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 

Board Games  
Come and join us playing your favourite Board Games 
at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

February 22 

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 
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February 
Dining Out 

 
 

 

Wednesday, February 16, 6:30pm 

Bev Whitby Phone 0407 053 903 

GARDEN CLUB  

Next meeting   
Wednesday, 9 February 2022  

Venue and topic to be advised. 
 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

In recess until next year 

 

Contact Jeff Mosel  ph  0422 187 263 

Morning Tea 
 

Boardwalk Café at the Boatshed,  
Cullen Bay 

 

Friday, 25 February at 9:30am 

 

Please let Patti know if you are going. 
Phone 0430 457 552 



March General Meeting 

Dining at Sailing Club 
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Member Profile—Jill Kuhn 

Working in the ‘70s 

 n 1958 my parents Geoff and Gwen Swan decided to come to 
Darwin from Bundaberg when I was 15.  I was working at the 

Commonwealth Bank in Bundaberg and was able to get a transfer 
to Darwin where I worked for a couple of years as a typist and 
teller which I loved.  After brushing up my shorthand and typing 
skills I worked for NT Administration at NTA stores at the 2.1/2 
mile for another couple of years and then moved to working out 
at the Berrimah offices of Qantas as Secretary to the Assistant 
Manager where I took advantage of staff travel benefits for a 
couple of years. A highlight of my years with Qantas was meeting 
and chatting with Frank Sinatra in the Airport Lounge and being 
able to get a close look at the Beatles (I actually managed to touch 
one of them on his back) as they came down the stairs at the 
Airport Lounge .    

My parents loved camping and we had many great outdoor trips with them right up until we left home.  
We visited Pine Creek and Moline many times and I still remember sleeping on the banks of the 
Katherine River which we could never do now!   

At 21 I did the overseas trip thing, by ship to Naples and meeting my twin sister Josie there, where we 
drove through Europe and settled in London for a few months.  Josie then went to Canada and I went 
to Germany for the YMCA for a while.  After two disastrous marriages and five beautiful children I 
married Chris Kuhn in 1989 and we are living happily ever after. 

At one time I worked as secretary to Harry Bauer and later also Cridland and Bauer when they 
combined.   However, I finally chose to become a music teacher and actually took Stuart Park School to 
the first Beat.   I then upskilled to specialize in piano teaching and taught at many different schools for 
some years.  In 1999 I became Music Coordinator at The Essington School and as instructed by their 
enlightened Principal David Cannon I developed their music program to include choirs of all ages, 
strings classes, producing Oliver, cd’s, concerts, instrumental lessons and many musical engagements.  
It was a great time for me doing what I absolutely loved. 

After retiring in 2013 Chris and I served a Mission in Cairns as a Senior Couple for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints for a year which was wonderful.  On returning to Darwin I continued 
teaching some piano students and continue to do so these days for just three hours or so a week.  I 
have been the conductor and sometimes accompanist for a community choir for 10 years and still 
going (covid permitting).  I love craft – making cards, earrings, and other bits and pieces.   Church still 
keeps me busy being involved with members,  running a church choir and supervising the music on 
Sundays.    

I keep thinking I will slow down but haven’t quite managed that yet.  My sister Judy Beard introduced 
us to Probus which we really enjoy and so we are busier still.  Life is good. 

Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 

 

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 
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Hope you enjoy your special day 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays  

June Scott Mary Fathers 
Hugh Roberts Julianne Quinn 
Pat Buchanan Vicki Langley 
Andrew Leo Margaret McCarthy 

February Anniversaries 

Peter and Maree Toll 

Julian and Teresa Jong 
Peter and Gelita Shapcott 

Cherie and John Burns 
Elaine and Clive Mackrow 



Out and about in January 
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Garden Club 

Meeting 

November meeting 

30 Probus members  

enjoyed lunch at 

Silks Restaurant. 
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The Christmas Pudding By Bev Baker   
(Probus Writing Group) 

Plans for a combined Christmas dinner were 
underway.  As I like tradition, I had volunteered to 
make the Christmas pudding.  Emails were sent to 
family and friends, with suggestions about who would 
prepare and bring food, who would decorate, set up, 
clear up and host the dinner.  All seemed to be well 
organised and assigned tasks either traded or agreed 
to, and I was happy. 

A slight dampener happened when my younger 
daughter phoned and suggested that I not include my 
hoarded old 3d's or 6d's that I always added to the 
Christmas pudding, then redeemed with either $1 or 
$2 coins.  I would later scrub, reboil and use the old 
silver coins again.  She was concerned that her five 
year old might choke on a prize.  Being a 
conscientious Granny, and not wanting to practice any 
emergency skills over dinner, or at any other time, I 
agreed to her request. 

When talking to my 'orphan' neighbour, who was 
going to join us at Christmas, I mentioned that I was 
making the pudding.  He wondered if I knew that he 
could only eat gluten free food.  This was news to me, 
but not wanting him to feel he was a problem, I told 
him that I would adapt my recipe, or find a new one—
and hoped that this was possible. 

This Christmas I was to meet my eldest daughter's 
new partner, Hummus, who had recently changed his 
name from Thomas, by Deed Poll.  I asked the reason 
for this and was told that this was to reflect Thomas/
Hummus's commitment to his new, vegan lifestyle.  I 
was reminded that this meant that Hummus would 
shun any food derived from animals, including eggs 
and butter.  I was assured that, with added vitamins 
which can be readily purchased, that an adequate and 
very ethical diet can result.  However, I wondered 

how my Christmas pudding would survive these 
deprivations. 

When I mentioned that I would use margarine instead of 
butter in the pudding, my friend Angela, who was also 
joining us for Christmas dinner, was worried. “Make sure 
the margarine doesn't contain any palm oil. Orangutan 
jungle habitat is being destroyed, and replaced by palm 
oil tree plantations.” I totally agreed and assured her 
that I'd only buy canola oil based margarine. I didn't 
enter a conversation about the possibility of GM canola 
seed. Preferably, I'd be cooking with butter! 

My idealistic nephew Paul, who had volunteered to wash 
up instead of using any disposable items on Christmas 
Day, asked me to ensure that the dried fruit that I used 
in the pudding was Australian grown.  He had noticed 
that some prunes were imported from USA and a brand 
of dates came from Iraq.  I said that I'd try my best, that I 
too preferred to buy Australian products, but he looked 
at me skeptically.  

Cousin Cedric, who is of a scientific bent and also due to 
join us for Christmas, on hearing me mention dried fruit, 
said that he wouldn't eat any of this processed fruit, 
whatever its country of origin. Apparently sulphur is 
used in the fruit drying process and he was sure that this 
was a health hazard.  I tried not to roll my eyes, or 
mention his cigarette addiction. 

So, after all these discussions and compromises, the 
magic had disappeared from the Christmas pudding.  It 
was dead in the water even before a cooking pot and 
pudding cloth were involved. 

Instead I decided that lemon sorbet and fresh fruit 
would do for dessert. 

Significantly, the brandy content of the proposed 
pudding hadn't been objected to by anyone. I figured 
that, by the end of Christmas Day, I might just need a 
stiff brandy snifter. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 4 February 1998  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Dimery, Simmons, Taylor, Eddy,  Fisher, 
Roberts, Plew, Penhall, Giese, Thompson, Fuller, K. Chin,  

Apologies: ,  Dr Bromich, Dr Darvall, Messrs  I MacGregor, 
Leonard, Arthur, Marchant,   

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous 
meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—HH Administrator, Darwin City Council, Probus News 

Outwards—HH Administrator, NTU Library 

Treasurer’s Report:  Opening balance $346.52, Income $315 
less Expenses $305.15. Closing balance $356.37 

General Business: Mr President reminded members tlhlat tlhe 
AGM of this Club will take place on 4 March 1998 and that Mr 
H Roberts our VP has kindly agreed to be the President elect. 

Mr Fisher expressed appreciation to the organisers for their 
effort in organising a very successful Xmas lunch at the Darwin 
Sailing Club. 

Mr Simmons spoke on our present financial position and a 
proposed budget for the year 1998/99. 

He then spoke about the Katherine floods and a Rotary Club 
Aus wide appeal to assist the flood victims in their 
reconstruction. After discussion it was moved by Mr Plew and 
seconded by Mr Roberts that this club donate $250 toward this 
project. 

Close: President declared the meeting closed at 10:35am. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
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TEN PIN BOWLING  

 

I hope to see you next at 10.00am  
at Caramello Patisserie   

on WEDNESDAY 16 February 2021  
prior to a game at Kingpin 

Shirley Porte  -  Coordinator 

Notice of AGM for Probus 

Club of Darwin Inc 

 

To be held at Tracy Village Social and 

Sports Club, Tambling Terrace, Wanguri 

 

On Wednesday, 2 March 2022 

 

Nominations for the positions listed below  

to be submitted as soon as possible. 

Vice President Social/Events Committee 

Secretary Welfare 

Treasurer Morning Tea Coordinator 

Greeters Management Committee 


