
PROBUS CLUB OF DARWIN INC  #355594 

The Probus Club of Darwin Inc. is not for profit and non fundraising.  It is non sectarian. 

Its objects are to stimulate thought, interest and participation in activities at a time of life 

when it is easy to become complacent and self-centred. 
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PATRON 
Her Honour The Honourable  
Vicki O’Halloran AO 
Administrator of the NT 

PO Box 40452   
CASUARINA  NT 0811 

Web Page:   www.darwinprobus.org 
Email:   secretaryprobusdarwin@hotmail.com 

Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  2 February, 2022   10:30am 

Meetings begin at 10:30am and are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month except  January 

Merry 
Christmas 

and 

Happy New 
Year 



Page 2 

Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 

 

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

Christmas message from 

Her Honour The Honourable Vicki O’Halloran AO 

Administrator of the Northern Territory 

Probus Christmas Luncheon 2021 

 

Well it is that time of year again to reflect upon all that we have done. 

To laugh with friends and members of Probus and to continue having fun. 

The activities and adventures you have experienced this year are really second to none. 

There has been dining out, Ten Pin bowling, tours, visits and events “a ton”. 

As we gather today to celebrate Christmas we know that 2021 is almost done. 

Each year I celebrate with you, the meal, the games, the chatter and cherished memories—and most of 
all, the good company is certainly number one. 

There will be ham and turkey and let’s not forget that much expected treat of the butter and the bun. 

I remain your very proud patron. Probus you are vital in our communities, you are the best, full of al-
mighty zest, I ask that you please pardon the pun. 

Go well, enjoy, celebrate and most of all relax. I wish for you all a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year 
and here’s to the farewell of 2021. 

Let’s all take time to wish upon a star and ensure that 2022 delivers the best for all before it has even be-
gun. 

Love and peace from my family and the Government House team to each of you……. And of course to 
everyone! 

 



January at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Jan 3  -  11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Jan 19  -  12:30 
Lunch at Silks  

Restaurant 

Jan 28  -  9:30am 
Morning tea at Saltwater 

on Bandilla (Museum) 

Feb 2  -  10:30am Meeting at Tracy Village 

 Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

Read December discuss in January 

• The Girl with the Pearl Earring  -   
By  Tracy Chevalier 

• Paper Daisies  -  By Kim Kelly 

• Rogue Traders  -  By Nick Leeson 

• The Last Bookshop in London  -   
By Madeline Martin 

 

Read January discuss in February 

• Moth  -  By Melody Razak 

• The Tree of Man  -  By Patrick White 

• Rogue Lawyer  -  By John Grisham 

 

Next meeting—3 January , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

Stay well. Stay safe.                                   Bev Barnes 

Interest Groups 

 

TRIPE CLUB 

Enquiries / Bookings  

 Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 

Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 

Board Games  
Come and join us playing your favourite Board Games 
at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

In recess until February 

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 
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Heart Foundation  

Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am. 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

January 
Dining Out 

 
Lunch  

Silks Restaurant 
 

Wednesday, January 19 

12:00 for 12:30 

Please let Bev Whitby know if you 
wish to go. Phone 0407 053 903 

GARDEN CLUB  

Next meeting   
Wednesday, 9 February 2022  

Venue and topic to be advised. 
 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

In recess until next year 

 

Contact Jeff Mosel  ph  0422 187 263 

Morning Tea 
 

Saltwater @ Bundilla 

                         (Museum Café) 

Friday, 28 January at 9:30am 

 

Please let Patti know if you are going. 
Phone 0430 457 552 



March General Meeting 

Dining at Sailing Club 
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Member Profile—Peter Shapcott 

Working in the ‘70s 

was born in Brisbane on 31 July 1948 the eldest of ten children of Len and 
Von Shapcott. Eight of us are still alive. Mum, Dad and two brothers have all 

passed. We were all raised in the Irish Catholic tradition of Dad, earned the 
money, and everything else, including discipline, was left to Mum. It was a 
happy noisy house, plenty of food, mosquito nets in the summer and lots of 
warm blankets in winter. With so many Aunties and Uncles we had lots of 
cousins who we saw regularly. In the mid 1950’s Dad purchased our first car a 
1930 Plymouth. You can fit eleven (11) people in the front and back, no 
seatbelts, and although a bit uncomfortable at the start of the trip everyone 
got comfy as we drove. 

I was educated at St Anthony’s Convent and Padua College at Kedron and 
transferred to Kedron State School completing Grade 8 with a pass in the 
Scholarship Examination in 1961. I then attended Wavell State High School 
finishing with a pass in the Junior Public Examination in 1964. 

My Mother explained to each of her children that when they left the nest they would be able to run and keep clean a 
house, know how to cook, wash and iron clothes, have and show respect, punctuality and good manners. I hope I did her 
proud. 

I commenced working with the Commonwealth Department of Works (CDW) in November 1964 as a Clerical Assistant. I 
then undertook and passed the October Clerical Examination to move from the Fourth to Third Division (Clerk) 1967 in 
the CPS in 1966. 

I was promoted to a clerical position in CDW Darwin mid 1967 arriving in Darwin in September 1967 and accommodated 
at Ross Smith Hostel. Between then and Cyclone Tracy I had a series of promotions and was a Clerk Class 6 in late 1974. I 
worked in Internal Audit, Stores, Accounts, Office Services before commencing in Procurement and Contracts, Supply 
Branch, in 1971. 

I was a keen sportsman and played Hockey, Rugby League, Cricket, Darts and Table Tennis with Hockey being my main 
sport. I played for Waratah Hockey Club and represented NT at Under 21 Level also coached at Club and NT level and 
managed teams to National championships. 

I had set a goal to travel internationally and did my first trip in 1969 as a member of Waratah Hockey Club’s international 
tour of Hong Kong, Thailand, Penang, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore with mixed results. 

My first major international trip was to Europe in April /May 1973 visiting England, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, 
Belgium and Spain travelling by train. 

My second major holiday was in 1976 when I took six (6) months leave to attend the USA Bicentenary celebrations in 
Washington DC and the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games and more of Europe. Octoberfest in Munich, the Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo as well as London, England, the Scottish Highlands, Wales and Ireland. 

When Cyclone Tracy hit Darwin I was overseas in Asia however was able to return to Darwin early in January 1975 to 
assist with clean-up and the procurement of material/s etc for the reconstruction of Darwin. 

When compulsorily transferred to the NTPS in the second tranche in July 1979 I was the Supply Manager for CDW. 

My career in NTPS was with T&W Property Branch and Roads Division then Education and finally DCIS in Contract and 
Procurement Services where I retired on 30 November 2018 after fifty-four (54) years and (1) week 

I met my wife Gelita in the Philippines in1980 and we married on Valentine’s Day 1981. Gelita’s daughter Charmaine also 
came to Australia with us on our return. Our eldest son Phillip was born in 1982 and youngest daughter Greta in  1985. 

Phillip has excelled in the IT industry, Education, and Greta, with a Law degree, works with QLD Health. Although married 
with two (2) young children she is undertaking and has completed the first year of a Nursing degree. 

I have been honoured with Life Memberships, for development of juniors, with Waratah Hockey Club, Waratah Sports 
Club and RAAF Darwin Golf Club. 

Since retirement Gelita and I travelled often, and for long durations, to visit family and/or siblings, cousins, Aunts and 
Uncles. Covid has curtailed this however we have been to the Gold Coast and Scenic Rim twice this year. Gelita is 
saddened she cannot travel to the Philippines at the moment. This was an annual occasion. We wait to see what the 
future brings. 

I know many members of our Probus group through work, playing with and against in sport or socially and what saddens 
me is the number of people, who I have known since I arrived in Darwin, have passed over the last few years. I still love 
Darwin even though it is not the same since the introduction of television and Cyclone Tracy in the 1970’s. 
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Hope you  
enjoy your  
special day 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays  

Gwenda Worrell Pat Sisson 
Maureen Reiter Beverley Baker 
Gaynor Maggs Sheila McAloon 
Jack Burr Kathryn O’Mahoney 
Margaret Arbon Mary Martin 

January Anniversaries 

Bronwyn & Peter Russell 

Hunter & Rosemary McEwen 
Sue & Ron Wright 

Kathy & Ronald Smith 
Hendrika & John Carlow 

Andrew & Mavis Leo 
Robert & Valmai Scott 

Fred & Lyn Barlow 



Out and about in December 
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Garden Club 

Meeting 

November meeting 

December meeting 
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Dining Out Christmas Lunch 
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Christmas Lunch Entertainment 

Merry Christmas Probus— 

12 days of Christmas, Territory style 

'On the twelfth day of Christmas my best mate sent to me' 

Twelve buffalos wallowing 

Eleven barras biting 

Ten roos a leaping 

Nine opals shining 

Eight roads a winding 

Seven geckos fighting  

Six paw paws dropping 

Five………….rainy days 

Four crocs a chomping 

Three meat pies 

Two Pauls Ice Coffees  

and a fruit bat in a mango tree! 

TEN PIN BOWLING  
Last game for 2021 
Merry Christmas  from the Ten pin bowling 
mob 
Geleta came first, well done!! 

First coffee morning before ten pin bowling. 
Lovely Greek cakes.  Caramella in Sabine Rd 
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The Christmas Pudding By Wendy Darwin 
 

The palace kitchen has been a hive of activity preparing for 
the Christmas feast. The turkey had been plucked and 
stuffed, a large ham had been cured and glazed with maple 
syrup and brandy, oysters shucked, prawns arranged on a 
tray with cooks famous, slightly spicy, seafood sauce, 
vegetables prepared and salads ready to be tossed. The 
Christmas pudding had been hanging like a big round ghost 
in the pantry for over a month waiting to be free of it’s 
calico bindings.  
 

Cook carefully removed the calico binding from around the 
pudding  and inhales it”s delicious aroma. “Oh I do love 
Christmas pudding” nodding her up and down she 
pronounced the Christmas pudding “Perfect! All I have to 
do is make the brandy sauce just before serving.” 
 

The butler and cookie do a final check in the dining room. 
All silver cutlery, trays, gravy boats, jugs, candle stick 
holders have been polished with not a smear or blemish to 
be seen. Crystal glasses of every shape and size, for every 
type of alcoholic and non alcoholic beverage sparkle in the 
evening light. The long table had been set and decorated, 
the Christmas tree stood next to the fireplace surrounded 
by brightly wrapped parcels. A feeling of magic and 
wonderment filled the usual drab room. 
 

“Oh it is so pretty” sighed Cookie “and look at all the 
presents under the tree. The young masters and little 
Caroline will be over excited tomorrow.” 
“Yes they will” replied Mr Jones the butler “all is ready for 
Christmas day. We have a big day ahead of us tomorrow. 
Time for bed cookie.” 
“Good night Mr Jones.” Replied Cookie. “I’ll see you in the 
morning bright and early.” 
 

One by one the lights were turned off and the palace 
settled for the night. All was quiet and still - or was it? 
 

“You know it’s just not fair” grumbled the glazed ham. “We 
have to sit here all night in the dark just waiting to be sliced 
and diced and chopped and eaten by that fat lot upstairs.” 
“I’ve been squeezed inside calico for a month” squeaked 
the Christmas pudding. “It was so 
tight in there I can hardly speak.” 
  

“Can’t we do something?” 
grumbled the turkey. “Christmas is 
no fun at all for us.” 
 

“Let’s escaped.” Suggested the 
Christmas pudding.  
“But how?” asked the prawns. 

“Where would we go.” 
“Who cares where!” Snapped 
the oysters “Let’s get out of 
here.” 
All the oysters clatter to the 
floor closely followed by the 
prawns. 
A collective cheer echoed 

around the cold room as all the Christmas food jumped 
down from the shelves and ran towards the door. 

“Oh dear” exclaimed the turkey “we seem to have a 
problem. How do we get the door open?” 

Everyone slowly looked up. “The handle is way up there.” 
Said a prawn. “We will never reach that!” 
“Oh yes we will.” Said the Christmas pudding “ all we 
have to do is stand on top of each other and then 
whoever is on top just swings on the handle and opens 
the door!” 
“As I’m the biggest I’ll go on the bottom.” Suggested the 
turkey. 
“I’m next” said the ham and one by one all the Christmas 
food piled on top of each other until the green beans 
were able to reach the handle. 
“Ok now beans” ordered the Christmas pudding. “Hold 
hands and loop around the handle. Now everyone hold 
on tight and pull!!!!” 
Everyone pulled and pulled and all of a sudden the door 
flew open knocking everyone over. 
“We’re free” yelled the Christmas pudding. “We’re free 
let’s get out of here.” Everyone followed the Christmas 
pudding into the kitchen singing “Three cheers for the 
Christmas pudding!!” 
 

“Grrrrrrrr”  
“Ssssh - what’s that?” Whispered the ham. 
“Grrrrrrrrrrr”  
Everyone was very still listening and staring in the 
direction of the horrible sound. 
Around the corner of the big wood stove appeared 
two massive heads licking their lips. Saliva dripping 
from their great jaws. 
“It’s the dogs.” Whimpered the Christmas pudding. 
“Quick back in the Coolroom” screamed the prawns. 
Everyone ran back into the Coolroom. Turkey and ham 
kicked the door shut and leaned against it. 

Everyone looked at Christmas pudding. “What now???” 
They all asked. Christmas pudding looked glum and 
flopped down next to the turkey. 
  

The Christmas food sat quietly for  
a very long time. Each lost in their  
own thoughts. 
With a heavy sigh the Christmas  
pudding climbed back up onto the  
shelf. “Come on everyone.”  
The pudding said gently “it was a good  
idea.” One by one all the Christmas food climbed back 
onto the shelf and settled down for the night. 
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Anne and Ed proudly  

showing off their new grand-

son, Finnley, born in  

Melbourne 

 Charli is out of hospital 

and back home in time 

for Christmas. 

Probus Member News 



PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
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Bronwyn’s Blurb 

The Management 
Committee of Probus 
Club of Darwin wishes 
everyone a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year. 
 

Stay well  
and stay safe  
 

Until next time……..Bronwyn. 

The Magic Christmas Pudding by Ron Ninnis 

My name is Stanley, and I am a magic Christmas 

Pudding. I am related to that famous Magic Pud-

ding, Albert, who is my cousin. He is the pudding 

that Henry Lawson wrote about: about his adven-

tures with Blinky Bill and Bunjip Bluegum. These sto-

ries have enthralled many children who would like 

to take his place on these adventures with Pudding 

Thieves, and also having friends such as bunjips and 

penguins. 

You could call me a happy pudding. I only appear 

twice a year: July, and Christmas, and I am called 

Magic because when my basin is turned around 

twice, you can get Christmas Pudding, or custard, or 

brandy sauce – but you must take a slice before the 

topping. 

It is all part of the magic: the pudding comes with 

holly on top, is always warm and moist, and always 

has sixpenny and thrupenny pieces in it for luck. 

My owner is a ten year old boy, Sebastian, who lives 

in Humpty-Dont, an outer suburb of Darwin. We 

were preparing for Christmas-in-July, because July 

has the closest thing to cold weather for Darwin. 

Sebastian has made a beautiful home for me in a 

tree, a special tree-house, so that marauding scrub 

hens will not find me. It is not well known that scrub 

hens’ favourite food is Christmas Pudding. 

So it was last July that the leader of the Humpty 

Don’t Scrub Hens learnt where I was, and crept up 

very slowly to the treehouse. Sebastian and I were 

waiting, and she crept right up to our tree. 

pretending to look for worms, and scratching 

the ground every so often. We watched her 

starting to pile up branches and twigs at the 

bottom of the tree. She was getting angry as 

she could smell the delicious wafts of pud-

ding, but could not climb or fly up the tree. 

Sebastian knew what to do: he turned my 

basin around seven times, and a loaded 

shanghai appeared. “Take that!” he cried as 

he shot gumnut after gumnut at the fleeting 

bird, now in a panic, and running away down 

the hill. 

You will be very pleased to learn that no 

scrub hen has been seen near Sebastian’s 

tree-house since that day. We are now open 

for business again for this Christmas, and are 

taking orders for the next Christmas-in-July. 

 

 

Wishing you Joy in the Christmas 
Season and lots of sixpences in your 
pudding to bring you Wealth, Health 

and Happiness 


