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Bronwyn’s Blurb 

What an exciting month June 
has turned out to be!  

We were able to meet up at the 
Botanical Gardens on a perfect 
dry season day. A lot of chatter 
and greetings between everybody. I enjoyed it and 
I understand that many others did too.  

We are looking forward to our face to face 
meeting in July.  

I managed to have a go at 10 pin bowling! I 
suspect I came last!!!! It certainly hasn’t been one 
of my skills in the past and probably into the 
future too. But lots of fun and great to have catch 
up afterwards as well.  

I think we are all enjoying the opportunity to meet 
up again after a very strange start to the year. All 
our programs are starting up and I encourage you 
to participate if you are able.  

I can’t finish without commenting on the amazing 
sunsets we are experiencing currently. I never tire 
of the beauty that nature gives us just about every 
night and I must have thousands of photos!  

See you again soon  

Bronwyn Russell 

Top End Probus Clubs – great for Probus 
Clubs’ members to get together 
following the lockdown. Well done to 
Probus Club executive and members. 

• Charles Darwin – Buff Club had a good rollup Tuesday 9th 

• Darwin Probus – informal get together Botanical Gardens 
Wed 10th 

• Marrara Probus – Pint Club good to have outside meeting 
Thurs 11th 

• Palmerston Probus – Cazaly’s – Thurs 18th 

• When we laugh, our brains produce endorphins and 
dopamine, which improve mood, relieve stress and can 
give a much-needed boost in motivation, 

• Vouchers – NTG have issued $200 tourism voucher for 
month July support NT business and jobs http://
www.teritoryvoucher.nt.gov.au/  

• City of Darwin is calling for local businesses in the 
hospitality, retail and tourism sectors to register on the 
myDarwin digital platform and be part of a $300,000 
economic support package. 

• Election – ensure you are enrolled for the NT election 22nd 
August 2020 . Enrolments close Thursday 31st July. Enrol 
online www.ntec.nt.gov.au 

• NT has great cultural diversity. ABS data shows that 
around 20 per cent of the NT population was born 
overseas (Australian National Census 2016), with a 
continued increase in migration. Many of the migrants 
locate to Darwin and suburbs (approximatively 25,000 
migrants – 2016 census data).  

 Migrants to the NT over the period 2006 - 2016 
predominantly came from Philippines, India, England, 
New Zealand and Nepal. England is still one of the main 
countries from which people migrate to the NT. The 
census also indicates that, overall, approximately 30 per 
cent of the NT population speaks a language other than 
English at home. 

 Aboriginal people comprise approximately 26% of the NT 
population but only 2.9% of Australia’s population. At 
the same time, they constitute around 70% of 
presentations at TEHS health facilities, have a higher 
birth rate and a lower life expectancy.  More than 100 
Aboriginal languages and dialects are spoken in the NT, 
with patients often speaking English as a third or fourth 

language. 

Senior’s Snippets 
 

By Ken Cohalan  OAM 

Guest Speaker 

 

Mark McAdie 

 

Anniversaries 

July Birthdays  

John and Pat Buchanan 
Pam and Michael Johnson 

Hope you enjoy your special day 

Lynne Holland **Barbara Slattery** 
Teresa Jong Molly Steven 

Peter Shapcott 

“NT Policing – 150 years of  

Benign Neglect”  

http://www.teritoryvoucher.nt.gov.au/
http://www.teritoryvoucher.nt.gov.au/
http://www.ntec.nt.gov.au


Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

Board Games  

30 June, 1:00—3:00pm 
at Pearl Recreation Centre. 

Come along and join the fun. 

Interest Groups 

July at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

July 1   9:30am 
Territory Day Breakfast at 

Trailer Boat Club 

July 6  11:00am Book Club 

July 8   10:30am  Meeting –Tracy Village  

July 8   12:00 
Tripe Club at Moorish 
Cafe 

July 14    Writing Club at Cas Club 

July 15  9:30am 
10 pin bowling at Planet 
10 pin 

July 15  6:30pm 
Dining out at Trailer Boat 
Club 

July 28  1:00pm Board Games 

Every Monday 
8:30am 

Golf at various locations 
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Not so much Lunch and Laughter these past few 
months. Thank goodness for Literature. This New Way 
of Living is amazing. Would you believe I have had our 
Crochet Group meeting, Book Club meeting and even a 
cardiac appointment and got an accident (I had a dingle 
with another vehicle) report number from police and I 
haven't even left the lounge room, yet!! Oh the time 
we are saving ourselves post Coronavirus but not a clue 
what to use it for. 
Books reviewed in June: 
Sheerwater by Leah Swan  - A must read. Thrilling from 
start to finish. 
The Carer by Deborah Moggach  - Good read. 
Entertaining and reflective of some of our stereotypes. 
Taken in by the Carer. Thought the worst but proven 
wrong. Age care issues relevant to our generation. 
The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco  -  Extraordinary 
read. At times a slog but fascinating. Involves murder, 
mystery, historical novel.   
The Citadel  by  A.J.Cronin  -  Thoroughly good read. 
Good character development. Enjoyable, interesting 
read, newly graduated doctor in a small Welsh mining 
town with all of the associated health problems. 
Excellently written. 
“The Wife and the Widow” by Christian White  -  
Excellent read/good read with the unexpected twist at 
the end. Well written crime novel. 
 
Books to read JUNE and discuss JULY 
Buried Angels    by Camilla 
Lackberg      (Pam)     Psychological 
Thriller 
A Thousand Splendid Suns    By  Khaled Hosseini   
(Margaret)  
The Single Ladies of Jacaranda Retirement Village  by 
Joanna Nell    (Marilyn) 
A Gentleman in Moscow  by Amor Towles  (Lyn Barlow) 
 

Suggestions for August discussion: 
“The Boy from the Woods” by Harlan Coben—thriller 
“A Diamond in the Dust” by Frauke Bolten—true story 
set in Kununurra NT 

 Writing Club 
 

July Dining Out 

 

 

Wednesday, 15 July 

Bookings to Barb 

A record six members met at the Cas Club, and exchanged 
stories and comments. It was good to meet up again. The 
topic was “Codiwombling”. In spite of no one knowing 
what the word meant at first, everyone wrote completely 
different and wonderful stories. Beverley wrote about a 
working holiday to NZ when she was young and fancy free. 
Pam went solivargranting and also xylophiling in her 
thoughtful piece! For Marilyn, we are all codiwombling 
now, especially in these Covid 19 times. Ron was 
codiwombling through his local parks every evening- all 
started by the present pandemic. Wendy had a humorous 
piece, which was down to earth also. Bev did not go 
codiwombling at all, but had a surprise ending instead. 

Anyone can now read these unbelievable stories and more 
at our new publically available cloud-storage at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 
The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the Casuarina 
Club on 21st July.   

The next topic is MARMLADE. 

Thanks      Ron Ninnis 

If you don’t know what codiwombling is, the dictionary 
gives this meaning: “travelling in a purposeful manner 
towards a vague destination”. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
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Golf 
Hit off every Monday 8:30am 

1st Monday at Palmerston 

2nd Monday at Marrara 

3rd and 4th Monday at Gardens. 

Prices for games differ at the different courses at 
the moment. Check with  
Jeff Mosel for detail  -  ph 0422 187 263 

Hope to see everyone joining in. 

TEN PIN BOWLING 

On the first meeting after the Covid19 Pandemic 
lockdown 22 Probus members met up at Planet Tenpin 
keen to play on Wednesday 17 June. We spread out 
over 7 lanes, Ron (W) went rapidly into the lead 
scoring 3 strikes and a final score of 168. Maxine came 
second with 147. Nine more players achieved 100 and 
over, Shaen (1 strike) 125, Ron (N) (2 strikes) 123, 
Henrietta 118, Lyn (1 strike) 117, Ros (1 strike) 114, 
Molly 108, Philippa (1 strike) and Fred both tied on 106 
and Jeanette 100. 6 more players scored 95 and over 
and Philippa, Patti, Betty, Jim and 
Shirley all had 1 strike. 

It was lovely to meet up once 
again to enjoy a game which was 
followed by coffee at the Groove. 

Next month—Wednesday, 15 July 

Come along and join in. 

Page 5 

Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire. 
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 

Heart Foundation  
Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre at 7:30am. 
For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

GARDEN CLUB 

Will be back in August with an exciting 
program of gardening activities . 

 

Bev Aitken 

 

TRIPE CLUB 
Moorish Café on 8 July 

12:00 noon. 
 
 

Enquiries to  
Jenny Parish 

ph.    0424341616;  

Bookings  to Peter Pusterla, ph  0408 947 890 

Territory Quiz 

1. Who was the mayor of Darwin who reportedly slept through Cyclone Tracy? 

2. In which year was Alice Springs flooded at Easter? 

3. Which desert spans the NT, Queensland and South Australia? 

4. Which former CLP pollie punched her niece in the face outside the Katherine Centrelink office 
and, in a separate incident, set a loaf of garlic bread on fire and caused the evacuation of a 
Darwin city hotel.  

5. How many political parties has Alison Anderson been a member of? 

6. What is the name of the ghost that allegedly haunts East Point? 

7. Which NT actor won a best actor award at Cannes in 2014, and for what movie? 

8. How many gorges make up Katherine Gorge – 5, 13, 21 – and in which national park would you 
find it? 

9. How many RAAF bases does the NT have? 

10. Which Territorian infamously said: “I will never, ever drink another beer” 

Origin of the word “Quarantine 
If you should be unlucky enough to have to go into 
quarantine, for a mere 14 days during the current 
pandemic, spare a thought for the people of the Middle 
Ages in Europe. The word originated during the fourteenth 
century when the Bubonic plague swept through Europe.  
“Quarantine” comes from the Italian meaning “forty days”. 
Originally the period of isolation was for 30 days.  

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 
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President—Bronwyn Russell 

Secretary                          Vice President             Treasurer        Vice President 

Gwenda  Jeff Anne Pat 

Smallacombe Mosel Howard Sisson 

Welcome New Members 
 

Henrietta Dempster 

 

 

 

 
Richard Dempster     



Out and about in June 
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Joan,, Mavis and Jim enjoying morning tea 

Elaine {H} keeps busy with beautiful handmade quilts. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes  5 June 1996  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   

Present:  Messrs Fisher, Eddy, Roberts, Simmons, Giese, 
Penhall, A Thompson, Plew, Taylor,  Arthur, Dimery,  
K Thompson, Chin 

Apologies: Dr Darvall, Dr Bromich, Messrs MacGregor, 
Dennis, Kidd, Leonard, McLaren 

Welcome:  Ron and Joyce Tideman from Barossa Valley SA 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous 
meeting. 

Correspondence In:  Nature Territory Newsletter, cheques 
from Mr MacGregor,  

Correspondence Out   NTU Library 

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance $449.78, Income $20, 
Payments $9.45. Closing bank balance $460.30 

General Business:  Congratulations R Chin for his inclusion in 
the Queens Birthday Honour List.  

Closure: Meeting concluded at 11:25 am.  

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

COTA NT SENIORS’ MONTH – AUGUST 2020 It is still going ahead. We are contacting event organisers in 

order to include their planned activity in the printed Seniors’ Month Calendar with as many details as possible (or the online 
calendar if they prefer). This year’s calendar – if space allows - will also include a ‘tear-off’ sheet for your fridge door with the 
names and contact details of event organisers. (https://www.cotant.org.au/territory-seniors-calendar/)  

INSIGHT 2020 - SENIORS EXPO   We are pleased to announce the theme of our sixth Seniors’ Expo and 

confirm that we have rescheduled the event to Friday 9 October, 10am to 2pm at the CDU (Netball) Stadium at 235 Abala 
Road in Marrara.  

Three Wise Men! 

A Man’s Point of View 

Here are a few rules from the man’s side: 

• We are not mind-readers and never will be.  

• Our lack of mind-reading ability is not proof of how little we care for you. 

• Most men own three pair of shoes – tops. What makes you think we’d be any good at choosing, which 
pair out of thirty would look good with the dress you are wearing. 

• Let us ogle. We are going to look anyway; it’s genetic. 

• I am in shape. ROUND is a shape. 
• You can either ask us to do something or tell us how you want it done. Not both. If you already know 

best how to do it, just do it yourself. 
• If it itches, it will be scratched. We do that. 
• Christopher Columbus didn’t need directions. Neither do we. 

• Learn to work the toilet seat. If it’s up, put it down. We need it up, you need it down. You don’t hear us 
complaining about your leaving it down. 

 Answers to Territory Quiz: 

1. Tiger Brennan.     
2. 1988.    
3. The Simpson Desert.    
4. Larisa Lee.  
5. Three, plus an independent.     
6. Poinciana Woman.  
7. David Gulpilil for Charlie’s Country.   
8. 21 gorges in Nitmiluk National Park.  
9. Two – Darwin and Tindal.     
10. No Territorian, ever! 


