
 

PROBUS CLUB OF DARWIN INC  #355594 

The Probus Club of Darwin Inc. is not for profit and non fundraising.  It is non sectarian. 

Its objects are to stimulate thought, interest and participation in activities at a time of life 

when it is easy to become complacent and self-centred. 

Sponsored by Rotary Club of  Darwin North Inc 
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Next meeting 

Tracy Village 

Wednesday, 5 May, 2021  10:30am 



May Guest Speaker 

 

Nora Lewis 

 

 

My journey of coming to Darwin and my life  and work 
here. 
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Bronwyn’s Blurb 

  have been privileged to 
share the build up to Anzac 

Day in my home town of 
Portland this week with my 
family.  

The people of Portland create a 
beautiful floral display each 
year and our family has coordinated this for 3 
generations now. The botanical gardens and many 
private homes grow the flowers needed for this 
event based on the unit the guest speaker 
represents. This year was about signals. In addition 
there was an Airforce 100 years recognition plus 
Prince Philip.  

All the local people who have died in any combat are 
recognised with wreaths spelling out the word 
ANZAC and all others from the district who have 
served also have an individual cross. We were able to 
make about 10 wreaths for our family and others 
who are close, out of the 600 crosses.  

If you are ever in Western Victoria at this time then 
take the opportunity to see this unique 

commemoration.                               Bronwyn Russell 

•Census August 10th – jobs available 287 
in Darwin more information—
www.abs.gov.au/census 
•Darwin Crime – Crime against person 
2448 - 15.7% increase, Crime against 

property 5869 - 18.12% decrease. Keep taking 
precautions such as; install deadlocks, solar/security 
lights, lock windows, display house number,  etc. 

•If you or someone you know has been affected by 
crime, we can help. 

•Victim support - 24 hours 1800 672 242 

•Information, referrals and crisis support 

•Navigating the Justice System 

•Free Home Security Assessments 
Victims of Crime NT is a community organisation helping 
individuals and communities impacted by crime 

•SENIORS EXPO 2021 - Friday 9 July, 10am to 2pm, CDU 
Marrara Stadium, Abala Road, Darwin 

•COVID-19 have you had your first jab? Second jab 
follows 10 weeks after the first. 

•Aged Care Statement – 12 Australian Senior Groups 
have drawn up a statement and submitted to Federal 
Government for 2021 budget. 12 items listed but the 
most prominent is to reduce waiting time for Home care 
support from 12 months to no more than 30 days. 

•Kitty Café Johnston Palmerston – our grand-daughter 
took us out for morning tea ($25 per person). It was 
something quite different and well worth experiencing. 
They have 48 cats with wide ranging breeds, Cheryl gave 
a 45 minute run down on different cats before we went 
into a separate room for morning tea. They take only one 
booking in each time slot. Ph. 0409838824   Email: 
Stephen.cheryl@peacefulretreat.com.au  

•April is Falls Month – one in 3 seniors over 65 yrs 
experience a fall every year and in Darwin/Palmerston 
April is the highest number attending hospital. Wear 
good footwear, check your home for tripping hazards. 

•Top End Probus Clubs – During April I attended all the 
Top End Probus Clubs as either a member or Visitor – All 
are practising Friendship, Fellowship and Fun 

• Darwin Probus – Servicing Members with a variety of 
interesting Activities. 

• Marrara Probus – the guest speakers gets involved on 
individual basis. 

• Charles Darwin – Exceptional good fellowship they also 
have the backing of a very supporting Social Club. 

• Palmerston Probus – Highest number of male 
members on a ratio basis also their local MP gets 
involved. 

Senior’s Snippets       
By Ken Cohalan  OAM 

http://www.abs.gov.au/census
mailto:Stephen.cheryl@peacefulretreat.com.au


Heart Foundation  
Walking 

Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 
Square, near the K Mart car centre  

at 7:30am. 
 
For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

Board Games  
Come and join us playing your favourite Board Games 

at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

Tuesday, 25 May, 2021—      1:00—3:00pm. 

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 

Interest Groups 

May at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

April 30    9:30am 
Casual morning tea at 
Boatshed, Cullen Bay 

May 3 11:00am 
Book Club at  
Tracy Village bar area 

May 5  10:30am Meeting at Tracy  Village 

May 10  8:30am Golf at Marrara 

May 12  10:30am 
Garden Club at  
Bunnings, Palmerston 

May 15—16 Combined Kakadu trip 

May 18  11:00am 
Writing Club at Tracy 
Village 

May 19     9:30am 10 pin bowling     tba 

May 19    6:30pm 
Dining out— 
Darwin Sailing Club 

May 20-21 Combined Kakadu trip 
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GARDEN CLUB 

35 gardeners enjoyed our meeting at Tiwi 
Community Hall. Guest speaker, Pat Russmuson 
spoke on their Pinapple Plantation and answered 
questions on problems in our gardens. 
 

Next meeting  Wednesday, 12 May, 
10:30am at Bunnings, Palmerston 

More information at the May Probus 
meeting. 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

May Dining Out 
 

6:30pm 
 

Contact: 
Bev Whitby   ph  0407 053 903 

Despite today being Easter Monday, we numbered 9 
at our Book Club get together.   Which goes to prove, 
'You can't keep an avid reader silent'.   
 

Books discussed today and members reviews. 
The Dressmakers Secret     By      Sally Ham 
Review  -  Absolute rubbish.  Thoroughly enjoyed and 
laughed out loud with interesting times in the 1950's. 
Enjoyed.  Struggling.   Same book with many readers 
and such vastly different concepts.  Amazing. 

Any title by the author John le Carre 
'Agent Running in the Field' 
Review  -  Many characters each with their regular 
names and cover named.  Lots of flipping the pages 
back to marry the characters.  The area covered  
Russia, Germany and United Kingdom.  Complex and a 
very good read. 
 

'A Legacy of Spies' 
Review   -  Boring like dragging through mud. 

'When the Apricots Bloom"     By    Gina Wilkinson 
Review  -  Very interesting, with different cultures in 
Saddam Hussein rule.  The seventies was extremely 
difficult for women. 

Mary's Last Dance By    Mary Li 
Review  -Very enjoyable.  Emotional and  driven to 
seeking interesting ways to assist profoundly deaf 
daughter. Ploughed through.  Mary self focused on 
her own wants.  Sorry for daughter. Kept harking back 
to her large family in Rockhampton.  Not sure if she 
was being scathing of her family or in some small way, 
proud of her grass roots. 

Books to read April and discuss May 
The Choice     By    Edith Eger 
The Queens Gambit     By     Walter Tevis 
The Truths We Hold By     By     Kamala Harris 
Anna und Gunther     By      Jacob Hendryx 
Angel of Waterloo (Historical Fiction)     By       Jackie 
French 

Happy reading, Stay safe   Bev Barnes 



Golf 

Probus Golf at Marrara.  

Second Monday of the month at Marrara  

Golf is on at other golf courses each Monday. 
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Probus Writing Group April 2021 
We read out some of our writings on the topic for April 
(Something SILLY);  we had our usual 7-minute write-up 
on the topic of “Your mobile”; and we generally enjoyed 
everyone’s company. 

We discussed SLAM poetry and decided to have a go 
ourselves. This is poetry that is meant to be read to an 
audience, and is a performance. It is about things the 
reader feels strongly about. The good thing is that it 
does not have to rhyme. 

Anyone can now read our imaginative and unbelievable 
stories and more at our new publically available cloud-

storage at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 
The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the Tracy Vil-
lage Social and Sports Club on 18th May, but contact us any-
way. Some members just prefer to email their stories in, 
and this is fine – the idea is to write after all. 

The next topic is to writing something that you feel strongly 
about, in the style of “SLAM Poetry” or some variation of it.  
To join our group, please send an email to the group at: 
probus-darwin-writing-group@googlegroups.com          
                                                                           Ron Ninnis 

Probus Writing Club 

 
Marmalade by Charli Haynes 

  
Being a "bushie fisherman" and living on a very isolated 
beach for 16 years, I learned the joy of birds, pigs, horses etc. 
In our mid eighties now, we survive in town. Our Sunday ritu-
al is to buy laksa at the market and go to Nightcliff jetty to 
enjoy it. For a few weeks we watched a man at a near table, 
reading a paper. Around him, on the table, were blue faces, 
peewees, bar-shouldered and peaceful doves; on the ground 
were plovers & sea gulls; above in the casuarinas were black 
and white cockatoos. Amazing.  
 

After a couple of weeks we had to go and ask him for the 
recipe of magic. “English Orange Marmalade”, he said. “No 
other will do.” 
 

We arrived earlier the next Sunday & were invited to sit. 

There on the table lays slices of bread with thick English Or-

ange Marmalade. Nudging, pushing, flapping, the birds all 

snatched a shred of peel and flew away. Then, more 'slowly' 

the seeds were pecked from the bread and the crusts were 

thrown to the waiting bigger bids. We’ve been enjoying this 

for over a year now and hope you can envisage my story.  

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
mailto:probus-darwin-writing-group@googlegroups.com


Out and about in April 

March General Meeting 

Di
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Dining at Kalidonis Taverna 

Garden Club 



Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 

TRIPE CLUB 
 

Enquiries to Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 
 

Bookings  to  
Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 
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TEN PIN BOWLING . 

15 Probarians from the Darwin and Charles 
Darwin Clubs met up at Planet Tenpin, Nightcliff 
for the last time. 9 out of the 15 players scored 
over 100. Maxine finished in first place with a 
score of 140, and Roz in second place with 125
(3 strikes). Next came a close knit group, Fred 
111, Jim 110, Jill a pb of 107, Elaine 104 all with 
1 strike each. Henrietta 103, Shirley 102 (1 
strike) and Garry 100 (1 strike). Colleen, Frances 
and Lyn also had a strike each. As usual there 
were highs and lows, some fantastic shots, near 
misses and opportunities missed.  

After a very enjoyable game a large group went 
to the Groove for coffee. 

Shirley is researching alternative venues so 
hopefully she will have some positive news 
to report at the May Probus meeting. 

Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

There is no better feeling than moving 
to music. Dancing has been proven to 
be a great cardio workout, is also good 
for your heart, makes you stronger and 
helps with balance and coordination. 
Research has also found that dancing 
improves your overall mood and low-
ers stress levels.   To read more about 
how dancing can benefit you click here 

Click here for more information on how 
beneficial Zumba can be and a 30-

minute workout you can try at home. 

and 

Both e-newsletters from PSPL have some great articles this 
month, focusing on dancing and making sure you have secure 
passwords for your electronic interactions. Access the full 
copies from the PSPL website. Probus South Pacific - Fun, 
Friendship and Fellowship in Retirement  

How to create 
stronger passwords 
and stay safe online  

 

https://probussouthpacific.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2547d665e84f7b3a91b2d485&id=380a49b343&e=472ba112de
https://probussouthpacific.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2547d665e84f7b3a91b2d485&id=c1b82e7e0a&e=472ba112de
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/
https://probussouthpacific.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2547d665e84f7b3a91b2d485&id=4f25a89d4a&e=472ba112de
https://probussouthpacific.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2547d665e84f7b3a91b2d485&id=4f25a89d4a&e=472ba112de
https://probussouthpacific.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2547d665e84f7b3a91b2d485&id=4f25a89d4a&e=472ba112de


PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 7 May 1997  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Dimery, Simmons, W Arthur,  H Giese,  
B Plew, R Eddy, H Roberts, K. Thompson, M Taylor,  
H Fuller, W McLaren, L Marchant, R Chin, Dr Bromich 
Apologies: Dr Darvall, Messrs I MacGregor, Leonard,   
J Fisher, L Penhall 

New Member::  L Marchant welcomed to meeting 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the 
previous meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Hon Austin Asche, Member subs from  
Dr Darvall and I MacGregor, Nature Territory News. 
  
Outwards—annual returns to Probus Centre 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Opening balance $358.03, Receipts 
$100, Expenses $40.60, Closing balance $417.43 
 

Guest Speaker:  - Mike Wallis Smith, Chief Executive 
Officer of Carpentaria Disability Services. The main 
function of th association was to assist Territorians 
suffering disabilities and their families. Currently care 
for 250 people, 210 needing constant help. There are 
200 on the wait list. Offers 24 hour support, 7 days a 
week. Mr Smith addressed the many questions from 
members. A memento was presented to Mr Smith in 
thanks. 

Close: 11:10 am.  

 May Birthdays  

Patti and Garry Jacobson 

Ken and Connie Cohalan 
Anne and Robert O’Connor 

Kay and Bob Schulze 
Lynette and John Ponter 

Alan Moy Robert O’Connor 
Sheena Short Colleen D’Arcy 
Richard Dempster Robert Scott 
Julian Jong Janet Elliott 
Liz Folland Renzo Giuliani 
Allan Mitchell Shirley Porte 
Anne O’Connor Margaret Egglestone 
Julie Doherty Ron Ninnis 

Hope you enjoy your special day 

 May Anniversaries 
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Welcome 

New Member 

 
Gwenda Worrell 

 
From the Treasurer  

Membership fees now due 

Membership fees cover the  

Probus year beginning 1 April 

through to 31 March.   $60.00 

Bank details:   BSB  065903        

Account  10136723:  


