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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  4 May, 2022 

10:30am  -  General Meeting 

Meetings begin at 10:30am and are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month except  January 



Janet’s Jottings 

 

 

May Guest 
Speaker 

 

Kezia Purich  MLA 
 

Kezia will entertain with a presentation on 
“How to become a politician”! 
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Hope you enjoy your special day 

 

May Birthdays  May Anniversaries 
Alan Moy Julie Doherty 

Sheena Short Robert O’Connor 

Richard Dempster Robert Scott 

Julian Jong Janet Elliott 

Liz Folland Renzo Giuliani 

Allan Mitchell Shirley Porte 

Anne O’Connor Margaret Egglestone 

 Ron Ninnis 

Patti and Gary Jacobson 

Ken and Connie Cohalan 

Anne and Robert O’Connor 

Bob and Kay Schulze 

Lynette and John Ponter 

 ur last meeting absolutely astounded our guest speaker,  
Robyn Burridge, by the number of members in attendance  and how 

active we are with our various activity groups that you coordinate.  
This is where the action is!! 
 
Many thanks to Jill Kuhn, who has offered to be our morning tea coordinator. 
We are very appreciative of all those members who have continually supplied 
us with fruit, cakes, sandwiches etc for the past 12 months. None of us look 
undernourished. 
 
Also a thank you to Mary Verus who has offered to keep us informed with an 
array of guest speakers. It takes a load off me. 
 
All we need now is a driving coordinator and a welfare officer. 
 
Stay safe. 
See you at the next meeting. 
Janet 

Ken Cohalan OAM—Seniors Snippets 

• 2022 Senior Beautiful Gardens 

Competition – further details—the 

Botanical Gardens Visitors Centre has 

been booked for lunch for 60 Senior's, Monday 

29 August, 11:00am. 

• Smile—the power of a smile. A smile can cross 

all languages and channels. 

• Federal Government Budget—pensioners will 

receive $250 through Centrelink at the end of 

April. 



May at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Monday 

May 2  -  11:00am 
Book Club at Cas Club 

Wednesday 

May 4 -  10:30am 
Meeting at Tracy Village 

Monday 

May 9—8:30am 
Golf at Marrara 

Tuesday 

May 10      
Movie Lovers 

Wednesday 

May 11  -  10:30am 

Garden Club at  

15 Howley Cres, Anula 

Tuesday 

May 17  -  11:00am 

Writing group at Cas 

Club 

Wednesday 

May 18  -  10:00am 

Coffee followed by 10 pin 

bowling at King Pin 

Wednesday 

May 18  -  6:30pm 

Dining out at H Hotel 

Friday 

May 27  -  9:30am 
Morning tea at Café 21 

Tuesday 

May 31  -  1:00pm 

Board Games at Pearl 

Recreation Centre 

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

It was such a pleasure to welcome Pam back to our 
Book Club gathering.  As per the norm, it was a very 
animated discussion.  It is very easy to have passionate 
discussions  when talking about books.   
 

Read April and discuss May: 

• The Ghost Empire by Richard Fidler 

• The Book Seller of Dauchu by Shari J Ryan 

• The Marauder by Clive Cussler 

• The Crimson Lake by Candice Fox 
 

Read May and discuss June: 

• Damascus    By    Christos Tsiolkas 

•  Shantaram   > By    Gregory David Roberts 

•  Guilt > By    Mati Nable 
 

Should any Probus member have a favourite  Author or 
Book Title you would like to share, we are always open 
to suggestions 

Next meeting—2 May , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

Stay well, stay safe and happy reading 

Diane White and Bev Barnes  

Interest Groups 

Board Games  

Come and join us playing your favourite Board 
Games at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

 

Tuesday, May 31 ,   1:00  -  3:00pm   

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 

GARDEN CLUB  

A great day at Ron and Sue Wrights. We all 
enjoyed a very interesting talk thanks to David 
Shea (the bee man). He spoke about the types 
of bees in the Territory, honey and wild bees 

and had some of his jars of honey for sale. 

We then went on to Virginia Tavern 
for lunch. 

Have you planted your minature 
Japanese turnip seeds? Don’t forget -
there’s a prize for the best crop. My 
seeds are up and flourishing. 

Next meeting will be 10:30am on 11 May at  
Ed and Anne Howards - 15 Howley Crescent, Anula. 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 

Morning Tea 

Friday, 27 May at 9:30am 

Café 21—Harriet Place 
near Uncle Sam’s 

Please let Patti know if you are going. 
Phone 0430 457 552 

May Dining Out 

Wednesday, 18 May. 6:30pm 

Contact Pat Sisson for any changes  

Ph 0427 918 603 
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Member Profile—Mary Verus 
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  will be turning 69 in August and look back on the many years since my birth on 
13th August 1953 with a mix of pride, joy and sadness. 

I was born in Sydney at the Mater Hospital.  Our home in Caringbah was shared 
with my Paternal Grandfather and Uncle.  My brother was born 14 months later, 

Sadly my Dad Kevin passed away from Cancer in 1956.  I was 2 and Peter was 1.  So 
this left my Mum living with her In-Laws who had a love/hate relationship.  Having 
said that I adored my Granddad and my Dad’s Sister lived only 1 suburb away and 
we had lots of fun with our 7 cousins.  My Mum’s Family were all in North Sydney so 
every 2nd weekend we would catch the train and have a fabulous weekend with 
Uncles, my Aunt and more Cousins. 

My Mum’s Brother Barney in particular was like a surrogate Father to us.  He never married and supported us 
both financially and emotionally until he died at the age of 94. 

Mum was great.  However she was a strict Catholic and strict disciplinarian and I was very good at not crossing 
her.  She was 26 when Dad died and didn’t marry again until the age of 65.  I was living in Darwin by then and 
was very happy to see her married to Jim – a beautiful man. 

I was never any good at sport – truly hopeless.  However, it was realised early on that I could sing.  I was 
taught the piano at school by the Nuns and just loved music.  At around the age of 15 I help create The 
Caringbah Folk Choir.  We sang at many Weddings etc and did a couple of tours within NSW and made a 
record. 

I then joined the Miranda Musical Society in 1974 and discovered my absolute love of musical theatre 
performance.  I performed with them twice a year for approximately 10 years.  I still love performing on stage.  
I have been a member of the Darwin Chorale since 2000 and have performed in many of their shows over the 
years.  Sadly age has not been kind to my voice but I still love performing and am very good at interacting with 
an audience. 

Another love that I discovered in 1973 was travel.  Three friends and I travelled to New Zealand and lived and 
worked there for 9 months.  We hitch hiked around a fair bit of it and just loved the place.  I took myself to 
England in 1975 where I lived and worked for a few months and did a camping tour of Europe.  I still love to 
travel whenever and wherever I can. On my return from Europe I moved out of home and moved into a flat in 
Paddington with a friend.  Oh if those walls could talk!  I met my husband Bill in 1978 in Paddo and I guess the 
rest is history. 

I recently gave a talk at PROBUS about my diagnosis with Coeliac Disease so won’t be going into it here.  Bill 
and I married in 1981 and struggled to have children.  I was diagnosed with Coeliac Disease after my little boy 
Jesse was born and died at birth.  He had Spina Bifida and that was the start of a very sad time for us. 

Anyway, eventually I was diagnosed with Coeliac Disease and was then able to have healthy children.  My 
daughter Kate is now 35 and my son Sam is 31.  I have 2 beautiful Grandchildren Charlotte and Lachie. 

We moved from Sydney to Laurieton in 1991.  We just loved it there but only stayed a year as Bill could not 
find work.  Eventually we ended up in Darwin in 1992. 

We have been here for 30 years this year.  I love this place.  The heat still kills me and I miss having a swim at 
the beach and seeing my family.  However I have made great friends, my children are here and are close to 
me and I just love the casualness of the place.  I love the lack of traffic, Sunsets at Nightcliff in particular and 
so many other things.  I always take my camera with me.  Who knows when you will get that perfect shot. 

After we arrived in 1992 I scored a great job at the Centre for Disease Control where I worked for 25 years 
before my retirement.  When COVID arrived I went back to help out.  These days I go in 2 days a week.  My 
current contract ends on 30th June and am unsure if I will be back to full Retirement after that. 

I have known Bronwyn Russell for many years through singing and she introduced me to PROBUS in 2019.  It 
looks like I am the new Junior Vice President so am hoping I can help this wonderful group of people to enjoy 
and celebrate life.  So I guess that is all about me. 



Out and about in April 
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General 

Meeting 

April Meeting 

Garden Club 



Out and about in April 
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10 pin bowling 

Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning tea at Café Mt 8848 

Dining Out 



Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

Second Monday of the month. 

Contact Jeff Mosel   
ph  0422 187 263 

 

 

Our small group of five enthusiastic 
writers met up to discuss what we 
had written in the last month. We 

also had our usual 7 minute "flash" write-up on a given 
topic , and surprised ourselves just what can be done in 
that time. Some also stayed for a very cheap meal. 

The group had some fun in choosing the next topic, 
which is "A holiday of a lifetime"  Holidays is a topic of 
conversation lately, so it should be easy to cobble a few 
written words together.. Anyone is invited to write, and 
send in what they have written on this topic; all 
contributions are gratefully received. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 11 am at the Tuesday 
17 th May at 11 am at the Cas Club, but contact us 
anyway. Some members just prefer to email their 
stories in, and this is fine – the idea is to write after all. 

Anyone interested? Just see me at the next meeting. 

Don’t forget you can check out the stories on 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 

Ron Ninnis, Coordinator 

Writing Group 
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Garden Club at Antz Plantz 

Have you seen our new signs? 

 

Located on the fence at the corner of Tambling Terrace 
and Henbury Avenue and also at the entrance to Tracy 

On behalf of the Probus Club of Darwin a   

very big thank you goes to our friends Rob and 

his staff at Sign City for the 

design and production of the 

signs.  

Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.  Con-
tact Chris 0429171326. 

From the Treasurer  
Membership fees now due 

Membership fees cover the Probus year begin-
ning 1 April through to 31 March.   $60.00 

Please pay at next meeting or into the bank  
account. 

Bank details:    

BSB  065903        
Account  10136723:  

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b
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The Beards and the Barlows 

PROBUS members in Darwin might find the following 
interesting. It regards a connection between the Beard 
and the Barlow families from over 170 years ago.  

We were at a PROBUS breakfast at the Trailer Boat 
Club a year or so ago, discussing travel and places we 
have been and we mentioned that Colin’s great great 
great grandfather William Beard came from a little 
village called Histon, near Cambridge in England and 
that he was brought out to Australia to be the 
gardener at a property called ‘Abington’ near 
Armidale in NSW. 

Fred Barlow, one of our PROBUS members a little further up the table heard this 
conversation and exclaimed that his great grandfather named Alexander Barlow 
owned that property! After a bit of discussion we worked out that Fred Barlow’s g 
g  grandfather had actually brought out Colin Beard’s g g g grandfather to Australia to work for him! 

Here’s the proof! 

ALEXANDER BARLOW.  (Fred Barlow’s great grandfather) was “the youngest son of the Revd. George Barlow, 
Vicar of the Parishes of Great and Little Abington, about six miles from Cambridge.  He was born in the 
Vicarage at Abington on June 14th 1814”.    

He arrived in Sydney in 1840 and bought a property near Armidale and re-named it Abington after his old 
home in England.  *(from Chapter 1 Beginnings. p8  from the book “Abington” by Anne Harris – a History of 
Abington Station)  

Barlow held Abington for 11 years and had also bought a nearby property called Beverley in 1850 and sold 
Abington in 1852 to William Henry and George Phillips Morse.    

WILLIAM BEARD  (Colin Beard’s great great great grandfather William Beard was born on 24 August 1813 in 
Histon, Cambridgeshire, England.  He and his family arrived in Australia in 1854 on the sailing ship Tantivy. 

William Beard and family arrive in Australia. 

Following is an excerpt from Chapter 3 “The Abington community” (P 25, 26)  from the book “Abington” by 
Anne Harris – a History of Abington Station) 

 “One of the first of the families to arrive was that of William Beard who came from Iston (Histon) in 
Cambridgeshire.  The Beards arrived in New South Wales on the Tantivy in 1854.  William was 36.  His first 
wife Sarah Ridgewell, had died in childbirth in Southampton while waiting to sail, and William, left with a 
number of children, had immediately married again in order to have a woman to accompany the family to 
their new life in Australia.  This second wife was called Mary and also came from Cambridgeshire.  The family 
consisted of Richard, Ridgewell, James, John and Hannah, and Joseph Henry (Ridgewell) Beard who was 
apparently born to William’s first wife before their marriage.  William, Joseph and Richard were all described 
as Farm Labourers, and it was noted that on the passenger list that they “Came out under engagement to Mr 
Alex. Barlow of Beverley and under the Assisted Emigrants Act.”   Of course Barlow had come from 
Cambridgeshire too. 

On arrival the whole family presumably went to Beverley, but William and Mary were living on Abington when 
their daughter Jane was christened in 1858.  William was the Morses’ gardener for many years and he later 
had a 50 acre block at the junction of Abington Creek and the Gwydir Road.  There he planted an orchard – 
pear, apples, apricots, quinces and peaches and mulberries – in spite of the ravages of floods and droughts 
some of the trees have survived and sometimes bear fruit still. “  - taken from the Book “Abington” by Anne 
Harris – a History of Abington Station)   

In 1983 we (Judy and Colin Beard and 5 kids)  went on a Family History Tour, visited Abington Station and met 
Anne Harris (author of the book “Abington”) and were shown some of the actual fruit trees planted by 
William Beard! 
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Heart  

Foundation 

Walking 

 

Mondays, leaving from  

Casuarina Square, near the 

K Mart car centre at 

7:30am. 
 

For further details, contact 

Janelle 0438691163 

 Not Another  

History Walk 

Sunday 22 May  

 
Allan Mitchell will be 

leading a 5km walk in 

the CBD, starting and 

finishing at Cafe 21 in 

Harriett Place.  

Beards and Barlows cont 

We were delighted to find such an interesting 
connection between the Beards and the Barlows – 
and that it can be proved. 

Judy Beard      PS  If anyone wants some help to get 

started on their Family History, I’m happy to help. 

SATURDAY, 14 MAY 2022 FROM 09:00-15:00  
Open Garden - Drift - 84 Goodenia Dr, Virginia 
Synonymous with this garden’s name – Drift, this rural 
acreage features decorative driftwood pieces around 
the property which will capture your attention. This 
much-loved garden is supporting Variety as their 
charity as well as having driftwood pieces to purchase 
along with a huge range of NT Native plants. Tickets at 
the gate - Adults $7, under 18s free. EFTPOS payment 
preferred  
 



Christina’s Rock Garden 

I do not have a green thumb but the garden under 
the stairs was such a mess I decided to fix it know-
ing I could not kill Rocks. The gnomes were found 
gnoming around the back yeard and the frogs were 
hopping mad they were left out so I repainted 
them. Recycled the bricks and pots, added some 
crystal bits, and woo hoo a pretty garden. The 
white rocks were the most expensive part. Oh yes, I 
added a couple of succulents and bromeliads. 

Chris Boothby 

Morning tea at Henbury on Aralia 
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 Darwin Heritage Sites Walking Tours -  

Trevor Menzies, custodian of Roadmasters 
House Museum, will conduct walking tours 
over the Heritage Festival to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the Overland 
Telegraph Line (OTL). 

The tour will go from Roadmasters House, 1 
McMinn Street, Darwin to the sea cable 
landing site memorial near the Deck Chair 
Cinema and return to Roadmasters House. 
The 3-kilometre circuit will take about one 
and a half hours and will include stops at 
historic OTL and other sites along the way in 
this oldest part of Darwin. 

Come prepared with comfortable walking 
shoes, water bottle and hat. 
 
The same walk will be repeated over three 
Saturdays, 23 and 30 April and 14 May - 
online ticketing required and a maximum of 
16 per walk, so get in early.9am to 10:30am 
 
Meet at the Roadmaster's House, 1 McMinn 
Street. Enter from McMinn St and park onsite, 
or park on Harry Chan Drive and walk down  

Entry Fees: Adults $ 15, Children $ 15.00 

Prebooking required https://
www.trybooking.com/BYPQW 
Website:  https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/nt/ 

https://allanmitchell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c2603e08a4d50dc7fef96be5c&id=67c561b2f4&e=68d4b3c357
https://allanmitchell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c2603e08a4d50dc7fef96be5c&id=67c561b2f4&e=68d4b3c357
https://allanmitchell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c2603e08a4d50dc7fef96be5c&id=938fdda22b&e=68d4b3c357


Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 6 May 1998  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Roberts, Fisher, Plew, Giese, 
Thompson, Eddy,   McLaren,  Thompson, Dr Bromich, 
Chin, Dimery,  

Apologies: ,  , Dr Darvall, Messrs  I MacGregor, Leonard, 
Penhall, Taylor,   

Welcome extended to visitor Don Mitchell of 
Queensland  

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the 
previous meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Darwin City Council booklet, Territory 
Business magazine, Guide Dogs Association 

Outwards—Dr Alan Anderson CSIRO, Ms Audrey Coate, 
Victoria 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer reported in detail, 
Balance $146.92, Receipts $80. Expenditure $53.90. 
Closing balance $173.02  

Est Speaker:  John Everitt of Everitt Engineering Pty 
Ltd..He arrived in NT 1985 and started his Engineering 
Company in 1987.Undertook heavy machinery 
manufacturing and repairs, mainly in the wharf areas 
and Defence Departments. Some Army machinery 
repairs went to Victoria. 

Close: President declared the meeting closed . 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 
Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

TEN PIN BOWLING  
A large group met up for coffee at Caramella for and a 
small group of 8 players (2 teams) and numerous 
spectators to cheer them on, moved on to KingPin for 
a very enjoyable and exciting game. Chris scored a 
strike in rounds 1 and 2 putting him into a substantial 
lead. Maxine drew level in round 8 with 96 taking 
them into a nail biting finish. Not to be outdone Max 
went into the lead by 1 point in round 9 but Chris 
scored another strike in round 10 finishing on a score 
of 119 (a personal best), Max 112 and Colleen on 109. 

Ron and Janet both scored a strike. 

We meet up again next month at 
10.00am at Caramella Patisserie  on 
WEDNESDAY 18 May prior to a 
game at Kingpin at 11:00am.  

Shirley Porte  -  Coordinator 
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An event worth 
supporting, not only 
for a great night out 
but to see some of 
our own members on 
the stage. 

A Night at the Movies, 
May 12—14. Consider 
buying a Season Pass 
and allow us to 
reward you for your 
support.  

Tickets or Season Pass 
available for purchase 
at http://
www,darwinchorale.org
.au/booktickets 


