
October Guest Speaker 
 

Christina Boothby 
 

‘RV Friendly in the NT’ 
Christina is with the Campervan and Motorhome Club of Australia and has 
been pushing the NT Government and Local Councils to welcome the ever  
increasing self drive RV tourists into Darwin.    
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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  
Social and 

Sports Club 

Wednesday,  
7 October, 2021   

10:30am 

Meetings begin at 10:30am 

and  

are held on the first  

Wednesday of each month  

except  January 

National Probus Day—9:30 am Friday, 1 October at Botanical  

Gardens. BYO chair, drink and plate of morning tea to share. 



Bronwyn’s Blurb 

  predicted a busy month ahead in my last blurb and so it was. Some of us have 
learnt about making chocolate (and eating plenty at the same time). We also got 

to visit the community garden in Alawa. It was interesting to see the poles in the 
garden. They were bought by the City of Darwin to be used in a museum which 
apparently did not go ahead. They are from a range of Pacific Islands and so each 
one is different. (I think they crossed over to Indonesia for a couple!) Since then, 
they have been languishing in a shed until they were offered to the garden to 
display. They are worth going in and checking them out. The garden is open to anyone who might like 
to visit and there are often people around to talk to and show you what is growing. They usually have 
plants to purchase as well. 

A highlight of dining out this month showed us Tim turning a torn piece of serviette into a $50 note 
which he promptly gave to Bev for her birthday. I think this is going to good use for Probus Day this 
Friday at the Botanical Gardens. I look forward to seeing many members of all the clubs joining us 
there.  

I have been privileged to travel to Brisbane this month to celebrate my youngest daughter’s 50th 
birthday. It amazes me that the kids have become this old and I imagine many of you wonder about this 
too! We weren’t caught up in any quarantining, but when you travel these days, you can never be 
sure!!! 

Enjoy the FFF review. Sadly, I won’t get to wear the fishnet stockings again as I will be away. Looking 
forward to photos. 

Until next time…….. Bronwyn. 
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October at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Oct  1       9:30am 

National Probus Day 

Morning Tea at Botanical 

Gardens 

Oct  4      11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Oct  6      10:30am Meeting at Tracy  Village 

Oct 11      8:30am Golf at Marrara 

Oct 13      10:30am Garden Club at Tiwi 

Oct 19       11:00am 
Writing Club at Tracy  

Village 

Oct 20   11:00am 10 pin bowling    King Pin 

Oct 20   6:30pm FFF Revue 

Oct 26    1:00pm Board Games  

Literature, Lunch and Laughter 

Books discussed at our September meeting 
• A Year at the Chateau     > By    Dick Strawbridge 

Interesting reading the entertaining experiences of 
husband and wife renovating the Chateau. 

• Mrs Graham’s Cod War Cookbook by Celia Rees 
Readable story of the bravery of a woman in Europe 
during WW2 as a spy and her use of coded recipes 
for communication with England.  
Good story but falls apart at the end.  Too 
complicated and unlikely. 

• The Ripping Tree by Nikki Gemmell 

Thoroughly enjoyed..  Good story 18th century 
Australian history focusing European attitudes 
towards local inhabitants, shipwreck and life of only 
female survivor.  Recommended. 

 

Read September to discuss in October 

• Wolf Hall by Hillary Mantel 

• Bringing up the bodies by Hillary Mantel 

• The Mirror and the Light by Hillary Mantel 

• Past Caring by Robert Goddard 

• The Throwaway Children by Diny Costello 
 

 

Next meeting—4th October , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

Stay well. Stay safe. Bev Barnes 

Interest Groups 

Board Games  
Come and join us playing your favourite Board Games 
at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

Tuesday, 26 October, 2021—      1:00—3:00pm. 

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 

Table Tennis Interest Group 
Every Thursday 9.00 am—11.00 am             
$5— 3 hours including bat and ball hire.  
Organised by Charles Darwin Club.   
Contact Chris 0429171326. 
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Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

 Probus Clubs of the Top End 

Probus Clubs of Darwin, Palmerston,  

Charles Darwin and Marrara  

invite you to a night of  

 

 

Fun, Frivolity and Friendship 

with a Dinner and a Revue 

At St Mary’s Football Club 

On Wednesday, 20 October 2021,  

6:30pm, starting 6:45pm 

Cost:  $50 per person 

Bookings to 

secretaryprobusdarwin@hotmail.com 

Fun          Frivolity        Friendship 



Out and about in September 
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Dining at Silks Restaurant 

Dining at Santa Fe 

Garden Club 

Meeting 



Hope you enjoy your special day 

October Birthdays  

Earl James   Gail Snell 
Ed Howard Anwar Latif 
Pam Johnson Gwenda Smallacombe 
Judy Beard Beverley Luke   
Christina Boothby Maryam Islam 
Kathy Smith Peter Toll 
Liesel Gunther   Paul Boothby 
Jill Kuhn Betty Lam 
Ken Cohalan 

October  Anniversaries 

Gwenda and John Worrell 

Richard and Henrietta Dempster 
Jill and Chris Kuhn 

Bev and Colin Whitby 

March General Meeting 

Dining at Sailing Club 

Garden Club 
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Member Profile—Paul Boothby 

Working in the ‘70s 

 aul was born in Stanthorpe Queensland on a cold and frosty night in 

October 1948. 

He is the eldest of 8 siblings and lived in Home Hill and Innisfail before leaving 

home to work in Mount Isa. He met Christina when he offered to be an escort 

for a Debutant Ball. He and Chris were paired up and they courted for some 

time before marrying in 1973. Paul wanted to Travel Australia and they 

bought a Viscount Caravan and headed off landing in Darwin. Loving Darwin 

Paul got work and started to plan to live there. Along came Cyclone Tracy 

which saw them evacuated from Darwin leaving in a convoy of caravans and 

cars down the Stuart Highway. As the Flinders Highway was blocked from so 

much rain the car and caravan were loaded onto a train in Mount Isa to Townsville and then they drove 

up to Innisfail. They decided to finish off the Lap of Australia going down the East coast and up the West 

coast back to Darwin.  

Paul was a carpenter and he built their house in Nakara in 1977 and they still live there. Their two 

daughters Marie-Clare and Melinda were raised in Nakara. During his time in Darwin Paul has been the 

President of the Apex Club of Darwin, the President of the Fannie Bay Equestrian club and the President 

of the Campervan and Motorhome Club of Australia’s Topender Chapter. He also converted a 9 metre 5th 

wheeler car trailer into a beautiful Recreational Home on Wheels. The F250 towed the so called ‘Road 

Runa’ around Australia various ways a few times before being involved in an accident near Batchelor and 

the whole rig was written off. They now have a Jayco and Toyota set up for small trips out of Darwin. 

Paul has been extremely active all his life and was involved in his daughters’ upbringing with involvement 

in various activities. He is very proud of their achievements. He has two young grandsons who live in 

Palmerston and keep him on his toes when they visit. 

Paul has been a member of Probus for some years now and enjoys the monthly meetings and some 

dining out experiences.  

Heart Foundation  

Walking 

 
Mondays, leaving from Casuarina 

Square, near the K Mart car centre at 
7:30am. 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

Second Monday of the month at Marrara  

Golf is on at other golf courses each Monday. 

Contact Jeff Mosel  ph  0422 187 263 

 



TRIPE CLUB 

Enquiries / Bookings  

 Jenny Parish   0424 341 616 

Peter Pusterla  0408 947890 

Probus Writing Group  

September 2021 

The Darwin Probus Writing Group met up on 21st 
September, and discussed ways to write better. 

We had a 7 minute speed write on the topic of 
Probus, where we all surprised ourselves to come 
up with some good stories.  

We also  set the next month's topic as  
"From the verandah." 

If you want to have a try at writing, or you would 
like to improve your writing skills, join us, or see 
Ron Ninnis as the next meeting. 

 
Ron Ninnis 
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GARDEN CLUB  

35 gardeners enjoyed the meeting at Lakeside 
Community Garden. Many thanks to TAROO, talking 
about the native plant—CASSAVA, highlighting all its 
benefits. We all took cuttings. 

Next meeting   
10:30am  Wednesday, 13 October at  

Tiwi Community Hall, The Mews 
 

Bring a cup and a chair 
Bev Aitken—Coordinator 



• Vaccination COVID-19  - many 
seniors have been vaccinated—
currently aged 60-64 years, 70.5%; 
70-74 years, 77.5%; 80-84 years, 

86%.  
• Darwin Library  

Land - Friday 8 October at Nightcliff  
Summerland - Friday 22 October at Darwin City 

• The Leash – magazine on interesting performing 
arts and other events I picked up my September 
addition from the City Council Library. 
• Neighbourhood Watch NT – Home Safety points 
that may assist. 

Secure your home with security screens and 
locks 
Place valuables in a safe place out of sight, keep 
an asset register 
Stop, Look and Lock create a security checklist. 

• Aged Care Navigators – COTA NT email 
agedcare_darwin@cotant.com.au 

Services that keep me well and independent 
Services that keep me safe in my home 
Services that allow me to interact with my 

community 
Am I eligible for these services? 

• Age pensioners to receive biggest pension boost 
in seven years 

Millions of older Australians will see payment 
increase of 1.6% 20th Sept. 

Max single age pensioner will be $967.50 
fortnight increase $14.80 

Senior’s Snippets       
By Ken Cohalan  OAM 
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Dining Out 

mailto:agedcare_darwin@cotant.com.au
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TEN PIN BOWLING  

Cooking Tips from the Bush 

 ooking Tips from The Bush In the late sixties three of us 

were camped on Seventeen Mile Creek about four Kilo-

metres above where it joins the Katherine River. It joins the 

river just about where the Gorge Visitor Centre is now locat-

ed but on the opposite side. Our bush camp was typical of 

many camps set up by Water Resources to measure Wet Sea-

son flooding. These consisted of a Hut, some seven metres 

square, containing four bunks with mattresses, we brought 

our own swags, a twoburner stove and a gas fridge. Outside a 

flaming fury.  

Our team had been there for over two weeks and should 

have been pulled out several days prior, but the chopper was 

broken down and waiting for parts. We were almost out of 

food, but our position was not considered serious enough to 

get the RAAF to rescue us. We were an interesting bunch, 

Chris, an African whose parents had been chased out of Ken-

ya by the Mau Mau. Jim, a mad Welshman and I an equally 

mad Irishman. None of us overburdened with Australian 

bushcraft. After three days without food, I decided to go 

hunting for something/anything to eat. I took a hessian bag a 

butcher’s knife and a 303 and set off upstream. After about a 

Kilometre I spotted a pig and managed to shoot it. It was a 

large boar and I promptly cut off a hind leg and hurriedly re-

turned to camp.  

We cut off a few slices, the leg probably weighed about 20 

kilos, and immediately started to fry them up. We had plenty 

of cooking oil and condiments. However even after lots of 

cooking the pork was inedible being very tough and stringy. 

We then decided to boil it and did so for several hours, but 

it remained inedible even for us who were starving. Then 

someone had a brilliant idea; why not cut slices 2 to 3mm 

thick off the boiled meat and deep fry it. This we did and 

when they were crisp, they were palatable with lots of salt 

and pepper. A hearty meal was had by all.  

On the radio sked that afternoon we heard that it would be 

three or four days before the chopper would be ready, so 

we decided to walk out. We left at four that afternoon and 

got to Katherine at about 5.30pm. Surprise, surprise the 

Katherine was running a banker, there had been no flooding 

in Seventeen Mile Creek. We crossed the creek and walked 

upstream about 500 metres guessing we would be washed 

downstream about that distance whilst swimming across 

the Katherine. We were right, and all ended up close to the 

Ranger Station, a small timber building which was only 

manned during the day. We spent an extremely uncomfort-

able night on the Veranda of the hut but provided lots of 

nourishment for the local mossie population. The following 

morning, we were taken into Katherine by the Ranger. It 

takes a lot to make Katherine look good, but it really looked 

good to us that morning. Only one thing was a bit disap-

pointing we have not, as yet, had a request from MKR for 

our recipe for deep fried crispy wild boar.  

Tony Errity 

Twelve Probarians met up at Kingpin on Wednesday 15 
September. Ros started well and went into the lead 
early on closely followed by Gelita. By round 5 however 
Maxine took over finishing on a final score of 118 (2 
strikes) and Ros 106 – the only 2 players to score over 
100 this month. Elaine also had a strike.  

We all had an enjoyable game although frustrating at 
times, and enjoyed the complimentary popcorn. We 
also had a laugh at our names listed on the scoreboard. 
Unfortunately the member of staff who entered them 
couldn’t spell! 

Options for coffee/lunch—coffee somewhere else prior 
to the bowling session say just before 10:00am; Stay for 
coffee/lunch at Kingpin; Have lunch elsewhere bearing 
in mind that it’s dining out in the evening for Darwin 
Probus. 

 

Next month 20 October. 

Shirley Porte  -  Coordinator 

Improving employment in Queensland 

Sally Milligan from suburban Brisbane, read a job 
advertisement and decided to apply for one of the 
jobs that most Queenslanders are not willing to do. 
She submitted her application for a job in Gayndah 
Qld as a lemon picker but thought that she was too 
qualified for the job. She had an arts degree from 
Griffith University and a master's degree from the 
University of Queensland. 
For a number of years she had worked as a social 
worker, and also as a schoolteacher. 
The farmer studied her job application, frowned, 
and said "I see that you are well educated, and 
have an impressive resume". 
However, I have to ask you, "Have you had any  
actual experience in picking lemons?" 
"Well, as a matter of fact, I have", she said. 
"I have been divorced twice, owned three  
Holdens, voted twice for Kevin Rudd, and once for 
Bill Shorten" and even joined the Greens! 

The good news is she started picking yesterday! 

Sent in by Lyn Barlow 
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Sounds 
written by Ron Ninnis - Probus Writing Group 

 
 The first twitterings just outside the window were 

before sunrise. I knew what it was, so I threw open 
the window and curtains. Right at the top of a very 
tall palm tree was sitting a so-small shadowy rainbow 
bee-eater. He seemed to be singing his heart out. He 
was looking quickly around and up and then suddenly 
he swooped in a long arc, soared upwards and  
landed back where he had started. He had caught an 
insect so effortlessly. I leant back on the pillow and 
admired him, and wished that I could do the same 
with my breakfast. 

I had been watching a large group of rainbow bee-
eaters the evening before. There must have been 
over two dozen around one large eucalyptus tree, 
and they were all darting and interweaving in large 
arcs and each would make a “Snap” as they caught 
an insect. I admired their skill, and the beautiful 
plumage – iridescent blue-green on their backs with a 
yellow throat outlined in black. From the tail  
protrudes two long black tail streamers. When it is in 
flight the wedge-like tail reminds me of a military 
Raptor F-22 fighter jet. A magnificently colourful bird. 

Soon one bird was joined by another and another, 
and all three managed to perch in a single vertical 
spine-like tip of the palm. They were all twittering, 
perhaps to themselves, perhaps to the still-asleep 
birds in the surrounding trees. I had a ring-side view 
as a watched and waited as they gorged themselves 
on insects. They were soon joined by dozens of other 
rainbow bee-eaters, and with the first rays of the sun 
their feathers flashed as they wove  

their synchronised dives, and came back to land in 
the same spots, sometime with an acrobatic flourish. 

As the sun rose there were many other bird calls near 
the house. I could not see them but they seemed to 

be competing with each other, and soon the sound 
was everywhere. All I could hear was the birds and 
their sounds: it was the Queen’s Birthday weekend in 
Darwin, and the neighbours were either sleeping in, or 
were preparing to go to the Greek Glenti festival.  

I wondered at it all: just what were the birds all doing? 
Why were they all calling? It may be called a Dawn 
Chorus but they were not in harmony or in tune, but 
they were not out of tune. It was more like an  
Orchestra, although there were many different  
instruments.  

So, of course, I typed my questions into Google. The 
answer was revealing and unexpected. The bird’s 
sound was made up of different ranges of sound bites 
(“sound niches”) where one did not detract from the 
others. Something like an orchestra, but more  
complex. It was all much too fast for my limited brain 
to distinguish one sound from the other but I am sure 
the bird-brains could! 

I also found out that the calling in the early morning is 
mostly by males, and it probably is to do with  
territory, as well as mating. Not very poetic I know. 
But it woke me up 
from thinking 
about “all things 
bright and  
beautiful” to  
thinking that I do 
have to get up and 
eat something my-
self, and leave the 
birds to  
themselves 

Grandparents Day Celebration 2021 
It's time to say thank you on Grandparents Day 

COTA NT is urging all Territorians to get behind the first Grandparents 
Day to be formally celebrated in the NT on Sunday 31 October..  
Grandparents Day is an opportunity to say thank you to grandparents,  
pseudo or adopted grandparents, older kin and carers and to publicly  
recognise and celebrate the role they have. 

When: Sunday 31 October 2021, 10am – 1pm. Free entry for patrons and 
light refreshments provided. 
Where: CDU Stadium, Sitzler Netball Centre, 235 Abala Road, Marrara. 
There will be face painting, kids’ activities, free family photo portraits,  
information stalls, and much more. 
Entry: COVID check-in requirements must be met before entry is allowed.  



Visiting the Chocolate Factory 

Thoroughly enjoyed by all who went along and  

recommended if you are looking to do something with 

grandchildren during the school holidays. 

 

As part of Get Online Week which is during 18 - 24 October, Stay In Touch are offering two free training sessions 
exclusively to Probus members. These sessions will include an “Introduction to Zoom” and an "Introduction to Fa-
cebook" where you can meet fellow Probus members around Australia and New Zealand and learn how these tools 
can help you connect with family and friends.  

Introduction to Zoom - Date: Monday 18th October 2021  Time:11.00am -12.00pm  Click here to register    

Introduction to Facebook - Date: Wednesday 20th October 2021  Time: 3.00pm - 4.00pm   Click here to register. 

 
: WhatsApp is a great tool 

for  staying connected 
with your Probus friends 
and family. 
This application allows 
users to communicate in 
a variety of different ways.  
These include text and voice messages, making 
video and voice calls, sending photos, videos and 
other media. 
The application is very user friendly as all the fea-
tures are easy to use. 
The best part is WhatsApp is absolutely free and 
available on phones all over the world. All you 
need is to be connected to the internet. 
To find out more about the features on 
WhatsApp click here. To download 
WhatsApp, click here. 

If your Club is unable to  

meet in person, Zoom is a  

convenient video  

conferencing option. Here 

 are some ideas for 

 interactive meetings  

virtually. 

Have you considered inviting a guest speaker to at-
tend your next virtual meeting? Click here to view 
guest speaker listings available on our website.* 
Invite a Club member to be a speaker at your next 
meeting 
Have you considered playing a game during your 
meeting. Perhaps you may want to try playing bingo 
and even giveaway a prize. Click here for more  
information. 

Mitchell Botanical Gardens/Nature Park Update 

Informal, regular meetings—every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, 
6:00pm-7:00pm in the Community Room at the foyer of the Palmerston Library, 
starting on October 13. 
If you are interested contact Jim Young, 0439 776 025. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 1 October 1997  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   

 
Present:  Messrs Dimery, McLaren, Giese, Eddy, Penhall, Fisher, 
Plew, K. Thompson, Marchant, Roberts, Chin, Dr Bromich   

Apologies: ,  Dr Darvall, Messrs Simmons, I MacGregor, Leonard, 
Taylor 

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the previous 
meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Nature Territory News, Probus News 
  

Outwards—David Scott—Northern Cement Ltd 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Opening balance $422.57 less Expenses 
$11.70. Closing balance $410.87 

 

General Business: Members were advised that NO meeting would 
be held in January. Mr Roberts was authorised to explore possible 
arrangements in having our Xmas function at the Darwin Sailing 
Club on Dec meeting date. Mr Fisher indicated that he would 
endeavour to organise a field trip to the Wetlands or around the 
Harbour for Nov meeting. Formal part of the meeting ended at 
10:17am. 

Museum Board Room:   

Address by Director—Dr. Jacqueline Healy on the current 
activities of the Museum and Art Gallery in NT and answered 
many questions followed by a general discussion on various 
matters. 

Ms Judy Kean guided members through some of the internal 
activities of the Museum including the Marine section, painting 
and other artefacts sections. 

At about 12:30 the President thanked Dr Healy and Judy for 
making the Museum visit so pleasant and gave small mementos. 

Close: 12.30 pm.  

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 
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 Welcome  New Member 

Inducted at September meeting 

Sandy DaCosta 

Sent in by Gwenda Worrell 

Reminders: 
Friday—1 October 9:30am.     National 
Probus Day at the Botanical Gardens 

Wednesday—20 October 6:30 for 6:45pm.     
FFF Revue at St Marys Football Club 

Wednesday—8 December 11:30am. 
Christmas lunch at Silks. 


