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Next meeting 

Tracy Village  Social and Sports Club 

Wednesday,  7 September, 2022 

10:30am  -  General Meeting 

Meetings begin 

at 10:30am and 

are held on the 

first  

Wednesday of 

each month  



Janet’s Jotting 

 ell another month has  flown  by with so many activities available to us. But 
with this beautiful weather , I just wanted to stay home and work in my 

garden. 

Darwin Festival  and Seniors month are in full swing with so much to choose from. 
The Seniors Expo was well attended and many showing interest in our Probus 
Clubs. 

Our club bus trip to the Barramundi Farm at Humpty Doo overlooking the Adelaide 
River was a highlight. Thanks to Dan Richards, Manager, for giving us the full tour 
and account of the massive operation. As he said, he could talk all day! 

A lovely lunch followed at the Coolalinga Tavern, I don’t believe anyone went home hungry. 

There is a Seniors Personal Safety Session at Malak Shopping Centre on 5th September at 1pm-4.30pm. 
This maybe helpful as three of our members have been attacked. Register. m. 0437996198 
email. nfwnt@nhwnt.org.au 

I wish all our travellers a safe and happy trip. Those that aren’t well, a speedy recovery.  

Cheers 
Janet 

September 
Guest Speaker 

 
Derek 
Pugh 
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Volunteers needed 
Jill Kuhn is looking for some  
members to help out with the  
entertainment at our Christmas 
lunch in December. 

If you can sing or would like to participate in any 
other way please contact Jill on 0418 839 821 if 
you would like to chat about the item. 

See Jill at morning tea or after our next meeting 
on 7 September if you are interested in becoming 
involved. 

Derek Pugh OAM, is an educator and award-
winning author, writing books in several genres: 
NT history, science, adventure travel and YA 
fiction. He is most well-known for his history 
series on early European settlement of the Top 

End, Tambora, and the novels Schoolies and.  

Tammy Damulkurra. He lives in Darwin but as 
he grew up in the ACT and moved to the NT 
nearly 40 years ago, he claims to have been a 
‘Territorian’ all his life. He has had a long career 
in education in several contexts: from large  
urban senior schools, to tiny remote homeland 
centre schools in Central Arnhem Land, and 
several international schools. He now teaches 
part time, writes about NT settlement history 
and is busy promoting the settlement  
bicentenary coming up in 2024.  

Derek will be speaking about 150 years since the 

joining of the completion of the overland  

telegraph  

mailto:nfwnt@nhwnt.org.au


September at a glance 

Event Date Meeting/Event 

Monday  

Sept 5  -  11:00am Book Club at Cas Club 

Wednesday 

Sept 7 -  10:30am 
Meeting at Tracy Village  

Monday 

Sept 12—8:30am 
Golf at Marrara   

Wednesday 

Sept 14  - 10:00am 

Garden Club at  

Jenny Parish’s home 

Tuesday 

Sept 20  - 11:00am 

Writing group at Cas 

Club 

Wednesday 

Sept 21  -  10:00am 

Coffee at Caramello 

followed by 10 pin  

bowling at King Pin 

Wednesday 

Sept 21  -  6:30pm 

Dining out at  

Parap Tavern, Parap 

Tuesday 

Sept 27  -  1:00pm 

Board Games at Pearl 

Recreation Centre 

Friday 

Sept 30 -  9:30am  
Morning tea at Café 21 

Literature, Lunch and 

Laughter 

An amazing way to start a new month, 
is to share our reading experiences, 
opinions and thoughts on various subjects along with a 
good lunch. What more could one ask for. 

Read August and discuss September 

•  The Laptop from Hell by Miranda Devine 

• Radji Beach Massacre by Ian Shaw 

• The Testaments by Margaret Atwood 

 

Next meeting—5 September , 11:00am at  
Casuarina Sports Club           

 

Apologies for the error in author’s names submitted to 
last month’s bulletin. 

Stay well, stay safe and happy reading,  

Bev Barnes  

Interest Groups 

GARDEN CLUB  

30 garden lovers attended Paradise 
Nursery, Knuckey Lagoon.  
Many thanks to Bayden and Alana, great 
morning tea and chatter about gardens and plants. 
We all stocked  up on fantastic bargains, after dined 
at Rize and Grind cafe ex Cannons at Berrimah. 
 
Next meeting Wednesday 14 September 10.30 am 
at  Jenny Parish Garden, 6 Aralia Street, NIGHTCLIFF 

Bev Aitken—Coordinator 
 
Earlier in the year Bev handed out a few seeds of 
Japanese Hakurei turnip to most of the garden club 
members. They are a Japanese variety root 
vegetable that has a mild flavor, natural sweetness, 
and a juicy, crunchy texture. These white radishes 

are sometimes compared to a 
cross between red radishes 
and regular turnips. 

 
Well Tony Errity has come 
forward having successfully 
grown, harvested and eaten 
some of the turnips. Tony’s 
photographic evidence of his 
success.  

Morning Tea 

Friday, 30 September at 9:30am 

Café 21 (near Uncle Sam’s). Darwin 

Please let Bev Whitby know if you are going.  
Phone 0407 053 903 

September Dining Out 

15 Parap Road, Parap 

Wednesday,  
21 September. 

6:30pm 

 
Contact  

Pat Sisson for 
any changes  

Ph 0427 918 603 
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Cooking Tips for the Bush NO 2  

Last June a group of adventurous probies braved a caravan congested Stuart 
Highway and drove to Katherine to attend a Marksie’s Bush Tucker night 
out. The food was prepared in camp ovens and brought to mind my first  
encounter with this cooking utensil. The night at Marksie’s was good fun but 
the time spent telling tall tales before dinner could have been shorter. Us 
poor folks from Darwin were suffering from hypothermia (19 degrees) and 
in dire need of sustenance. Although, to be fair, Marksie’s damper with 
golden syrup was the best thing since sliced bread. However, I digress, back 
to camp ovens. 

 In August 1966, four of us, from Water Resources, drove from Darwin to 
Gove without benefit of roads or even tracks. Part way through the trip we 
departed the Arafura Swamp, after experiencing a number of close  
encounters of the reptilian kind and headed south to seek a crossing on the 
Koolatong River. Along the way we had to pull over to the edge of the swamp to allow a bush fire to burn 
through. For the next couple of days everything was black including ourselves. The Koolatong is a large 
river and difficult to cross but scuttlebutt was that BHP had found a crossing whilst prospecting in the 
area in the mid-fifties. After some bush bashing, we did eventually find it.  

The crossing consisted of a rock bar three or four metres wide, thirty metres across with about half a 
metre of water running over it. Viv, our fearless leader took the first vehicle across. I should mention 
here that Viv had a fearsome reputation, if there was a bog within 50K he would find it. He did not  
disappoint, about halfway across he drove off the rock bar into about one and a half metres of water. I 
will never forget the sight, Viv sitting in the cab with water up to his neck and a cigarette still alight in his 
mouth. It was not good news. The vehicle was a well body Toyota Ute and all our tucker, swags and 
clothing was now under water. It took us a couple of hours to unload the vehicle and pull it out. We then 
decided to camp for a couple of days to sort our gear and dry our swags.  

One of the things we had packed for the trip was a camp oven. I had never even seen one before never 
mind used one. I decided to give it a go and bake a damper. We had with us a 40-pound tin of plain flour 
and Tandaco Dry Yeast which came in one-ounce sachets. The group provided plenty of advice, for 
example, a pint mug of flour equals one pound and two mugs of flour to a sachet of yeast were the  
correct proportions. Also, I needed to get a fire going as lots of hot coals would be required. I mixed the 
dough, added salt, and left it to rise under a cloth. A couple of hours later I knocked it down and left it to 
rise again, in the meantime keeping the fire going. I kneaded the dough and shaped it into something 
vaguely resembling a loaf and placed it in the camp oven on top of sprinkled flour to prevent sticking.  

I was then advised to place the camp oven in the middle of the fire, cover it with coals and build up the 
fire around. This I did assiduously. I asked how long it would take to cook and was told, about three 
hours. But to keep the fire up to it. After three hours I scraped the coals off the camp oven and lifted it 
out of the fire. The group had gathered around and seemed overly eager to observe. I removed the lid 
and found a black cinder sitting in the middle of the camp oven. For some obscure reason, the group 
thought this tremendously funny and were rolling around in the dirt killing themselves with laughter. I 
was not impressed. I removed the loaf and split it in two with an axe, it was black right through.  

This sorry tale was my first experience with a camp oven.  
However, I persisted and became a dab hand at cooking damper, 
wallaby stew and the occasional plains turkey, (whilst they were 
still legal). Also, I never burnt the bottom of my dampers. Why 
not? Ask an adventurous probie.  

Tony Errity  



Out and about in August 
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General 

Meeting 

April Meeting 

Garden Club 

President Janet presenting 
15 year membership  
certificates to Hunter,  
Rosemary, Neil and Peter. 

Dining out at Silks 



Out and about in August 
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10 pin bowling 

Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning tea at Café Mt 8848 

Dining Out 



Out and about in August 
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10 pin bowling 

Dining out at Tims 

Bowlers in action Morning tea at Café Mt 8848 

Dining Out 

 n Friday 5th August a group of approx 48 Top End Probarians and their visitors had the opportunity 
to visit the Humpty Doo Barra Farm….  What 

an adventure we had! 
 

The day didn’t start off particularly well…. Our bus 
was late arriving and some of our group got a tad  
worried. A few gave up and decided the bus  
company ‘must have forgotten about us and went 
home’. .. but mostly, those that brought along their 
fold up chairs simply set up camp in the Tracy  
Village car park and we chatted amongst ourselves 
until our transport arrived.  
 

It seems our poor bus driver was not having a good 
start to his day with various mechanical problems 
to the coach however his day was about to change! On his arrival at Tracy Village the coach was met with 
a cheer from our friendly bunch… and we were off on our promised adventure! 

 

The Barramundi farm was such a surprise and well worth 
waiting for! 
 

On arrival we were given a quick overview of the  
operation by Dan, the son of one of the original owners. 
We got to walk through part of the premises. But mostly 
we drove around the precinct in the comfort of our 
coach while Dan pointed out various activities along the 
life cycle of the fish and shared the history of the  
operation. 
 
 
 

Basically, this operation started with about 4 
friends selling some of their barra catch from one 
of their homes in Karama…. Fast forward to today 
and they are now a business that employs 150  
locals and operates 24 hours a day!  
 

The farm is set on the flood plain of the Adelaide 
River and no day is ever the same. Problem solving 
skills is a prerequisite to working there…. Whether 
it’s keeping the troublesome neighbours out (ie 
the crocodiles) or getting the orders to market - 
even if you are encountering the biggest floods on 
record! (You simply hire a chopper to get the product to market… but don’t make a profit that month). 
 

After our tour we sat on the balcony of the house on the property and had a cuppa while croc spotting…
aah the serenity….. then it was off to the Coolalinga Tavern for lunch with our rowdy lot! 
 

All in all.. I came away SO proud for this Territory family business! They have built up an amazing  
business. They have invested heavily in capital and are committed to training local youth to take over the 
reins in the future.  They even supply Barramundi to the likes of Woolworths and Qantas. 
 

So next time you are flying first class with Qantas and barramundi is on the menu, sit back and relax and 
tell your fellow passengers ‘this fish is produced in my backyard’. 
 

It was a cracker of a day!                                                                                                                     Patti Jacobson 
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Thank You 
Probus Club of Darwin very much 
appreciated the provision of a grant from 

NT Government Minor Community Grants, used to 
subsidise a trip to the Humpty Doo Barramundi Farm by 
club members. 

This grant assisted 48 Probarians to make the journey by 
Metro Buses and we had a fantastic experience learning 
about the local Barramundi business. 

Dan, the guide around the farm was great and clearly had a 
love for the family business. He clearly wanted to share his 
knowledge with the group, his pride in the expansion of the 
family business. 

Overall a wonderful day helped by the reduction in cost 
making it possible for so many to undertake the trip.      

Management Committee Probus Club of Darwin   

At the July Probus Darwin meeting, Bart Currie was the 
speaker and spoke about melioidosis in Darwin, and he de-
scribed petrichor, which is the name of the earthy smell that 
occurs after it has just rained. He described how it may con-
tain melioidosis bacteria, which can be carried by wind. The 
name petrichor evoked many images for Marilyn Roberts, 
who wrote the following vignette for the Probus Writing 
Club: 

Petrichor 

The goddess shone in the sunlight like spun gold.  Her 
skin shimmered in a bronze glow and her gilded hair fell in 
cascades past her waist. 

As she surveyed the dry and arid plains her gaze rested 
with sadness on the barren landscape and the distant 
looming rocky outcrops. 

Waves of haze spread widely over the land fragmenting 
the air, and the tears filling her eyes blurred her vision. 

A shiver rippled through her body and she felt her heart 
begin to pound as her golden blood raced to her finger-
tips. 

She raised her arms to the sky and great white, airy cotton 
balls gathered to gambol across the wide blue like new-
born lambs in spring.  The soft down fleeces so light they 
blew away on the gentle breeze, so light they left no trace. 

As she raised her eyes the sky darkened and more clouds 
formed, solidifying into a dark and heavy mass of silver 
droplets sparkling with her radiance. 

The scent of her blood mixed with the dry dust and the  
waiting rocks and Petrichor raised her voice to summon 
the rain.  

The goddess breathed deeply. 



Golf 
Probus Golf at Marrara.  

Second Monday of the month. 

Contact Jeff Mosel   
ph  0422 187 263 

 

We met together to discuss 
writing amongst other 
things. We had a 7 minute 
write-up on the topic 
of "Handle with care...", which gave some 
interesting responses. 
 
The next topic is "Under the stars". You can 
write about a get-together you had with family 
and friends on the Nightcliff foreshore for fish n 
chips, and a glass of wine, which lasted until the 
stars came out, or .... 
 
Anyone can have a go, but is best to see me at 
the next Probus meeting. 
 
The next meeting is : 
Tuesday 20 September at the Cas Club at  
11 am. 
 

.Anyone interested? Just see me at the next 
meeting. 

Don’t forget you can check out the stories on 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b 

Ron Ninnis, Coordinator 

Writing Group 

Hope you enjoy your special day 
 

September Birthdays  

September Anniversaries 

Kay Schulze Grant Rowe 

Bev Whitby Beverley Barnes 

John Scott Rowena McHugh 

Dianne Lunn Peter Siebert 

 Sandy Da Costa 

Anne and Ed Howard 

Molly and Ray West 
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Heart  
Foundation Walking 

Mondays, leaving from  
Casuarina Square, near the K Mart car centre 

at 7:30am 

For further details, contact Janelle 0438691163 

Ken Cohalan OAM 

Seniors Snippets 

• Blood Pressure - when I take a half 
km walk on doctors instructions my 
blood pressure drops by 10% to 
15%. 

• Barra Farm - most enjoyable day. About 50 
Probians took the bus trip to Humpty Doo. Well 
done Janet. The Barra Farm is a family owned 
business and our guide was Dan. The business 
now employs 150 and sell barra through out 
Australia and overseas. Thanks. 

• NT Expo - I hope you were able to attend along 
with 2,500 NT seniors. There were a range of 
booths with information relevant to Seniors. The 
Probus booth run this year by Charles Darwin 
Probus was visited by many seniors. Over a 
hundred expressed interest in Probus and took a 
bag with Probus information.  

• The little Black Book of Scams - I was given a 
book at the Expo from the NT Consumer Affairs 
ph. 1800019319. Covers some 13 types of 
Scams and where to report them. Worth getting a 
copy of the book. 

• Seniors & Pensioner Kit - I got a copy at NT 
Expo but they are available from Luke Gosling 
MP for Solomon 3/266 Trowel Rd. Casuarina  
ph. 89280180.Most comprehensive coverage of 
matters relevant to Seniors reaching Pensioner 
age of 66. I wish I had it 15 years ago. Please 
consider getting a copy.  

• AANT - The member must be with the card or 
no free service. As an example an elderly  
mother and disabled son called out AANT to 
change a tyre and they were charged $250  
because they did not have membership. Only 
the father had membership and he is presently 
overseas on a family matter. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8839h8b


 

Board Games  

Come and join us playing your favourite Board 
Games at Pearl Recreation Centre.  

Tuesday, September 27 ,   1:00  -  3:00pm   

Maxine Dienelt—Coordinator 

TEN PIN BOWLING  

A large group met at Caramella for coffee 
followed by 12 keen players having a game 
at Kingp/n. We began late as we were told 
that prices had gone up to $15 concession. 
After arguing the point that we had not 
been informed of the increase we paid our usual $9. 

We split into 3 teams of 4 and one team had to move 
lanes 3 times as the equipment failed to work 
satisfactorily. Colleen went straight into the lead and 
remained there for most of the game. It was a race 
between Ron, Henrietta, Maxine and Mara for second 
place with just a few points between them. Final scores 
Colleen 120, Mara 108, Maxine 106 (1strike), Ron 105. 

Later that day I had an email from Darwin Kingp/n’s 
manager who said we should have paid the increase and 
that it was a Head Office directive. I wrote back stating 
we had had a special agreement with the previous 
management and that it was an above  inflation increase 
at 75%. To date I have not had a reply. 

We meet up again next month at Caramella at 10.00am 
on Wednesday 21 September  followed by a game at 
Kingp/n at 11.00 if everyone is in agreement and are 
willing to pay $15 for a game as I don’t expect them to 
alter their decision. 

Shirley Porte (Coordinator)  
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Tracy Village Social and 
Sports Club 

The home of 

Probus Club of Darwin Inc. 

Nightcliff Orchid Society presents the 2022 Spring Show.  
There will be hundreds of blooms on display as well as raffles, 
Orchids and accessories for sale.  

Entering orchids is free to anybody and prizes are available 
(must be registered at the venue Friday 16th 3-6pm) 
Admission is by gold coin donation.  

Sat Sep 17 2022 at 09:00 am to Sun Sep 18 2022 at 04:00 pm 
 
At Tracy Village Social and Sports Club 

2022 Spring Show  

SENIORS PERSONAL 

SAFETY SESSION 

 

learn 

     National Probus Day 
   Combined Morning Tea 

7 October,  9:30am  

at Pearl Leisure Centre 

Bring a plate of morning tea to share. 
Tea and coffee will be provided. 

If you have stories, poems, songs to  
share please let Janet know for our  

program for the day. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Extracts from the Minutes 2 September 1998  

Held at the Darwin Bowls Club   
Present:  Messrs Roberts, Fisher, Simmons, Larcombe, 
Blackmore, Dimery, Thompson, Thompson, Giese, Taylor, 
Penhall, Chin, Bromich   

Apologies:  Eddy, McLaren, Dally.    

Visitors:  Bill Kerr, Keith Jarvis  

Minutes:  The meeting adopted the Minutes of the 
previous meeting.  

Correspondence:  

Inwards—Insurance Certificate, Senator Tambling 
Newsletter, NARU Pamphlets,. 

Outwards— 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer reported opening 
balance $107.27, receipts $117.50, Expenses $24.96, 
closing balance $199.81 

General Business:  .Secretary requested leave of absence 
and Mr Thompson agreed to take on secretarial duties for 
the period.  

Guest Speaker:  Mr Keith Jarvis, a former Territory 
resident of long standing. He and his family left Darwin in 
1972, revisiting several times. Keith and his parents 
arrived in Darwin from WA on the Koolinda early 1940 and 
engaged in the taxi business. He collected his mail from 
storekeeper Chin Mook Sang near Christ Church on the 
Esplanade. In 1941 his parents were evacuated from 
Darwin. In 1942 he was employed as a cashier at the old 
Don Hotel where the ABC is now situated in Bennett 
Street. Following the bombing of Darwin in 1942 he joined 
the Army here and spent 18 months under officers 
Jackson and Larkins. Their barracks then was the old Police 
headquarters. He later joined the RAAF and was sent to 
Canada to receive training, qualifying as a pilot. In 1946 he 
returned to Darwin and resumed the taxi trade. He bought 
a new Pontiac car then for £700. Later with partner Arthur 
Levy he ventured into heavy earth moving contracts. After 
leaving Darwin he bought a mixed business in Norfolk 
Island. He loved Darwin and is really impressed with 
progress made here. 

Close: President declared the meeting closed  at 10:35am. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT 

The information collected in relation to members shall be held in 
accordance with the information privacy principles contained in the 
Privacy Act ( Privacy Act, Australia 1998 ). Each Probus Club shall ensure 
that it complies with such information privacy principles and shall not 
disclose any such information, except in accordance with the Privacy Act. 

INSURANCE 

All financial members of the Probus Club of Darwin Inc. are covered by 
Probus Insurance. Insurance covers members, visitors and guests whilst 
attending or participating in a recognised Probus activity function or 
meeting (age restrictions may apply). Prior conditions may be taken into 
consideration. 

DISCLAIMER 

This Directory of Members is for the exclusive use of members of the 
Probus Club of Darwin Inc. and should not be made available to Non-
Members. The information contained in this publication is "Private and 
Confidential" to Members and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

Page 12 

 

You are invited !!! 
So please come and celebrate Top End Probus 60’s & 70’s Night 
on Wednesday, 19 October at St Mary’s Football Club, Marrara, 
starting at 6:30pm. 
Meal is a 2 course buffet style with serving starting at 7:00pm 
Drinks are at own cost. 
Enjoy music from the 60’s & 70’s by Jacko. 
Cost is $50 per person, payable to Darwin Probus Club bank 
account marked “Revue night”. 
Prizes for best dressed male and female from your heyday of the 
60’s & 70’s. Lucky door prizes. 
Please feel free to invite your non Probus friends. 
RSVP by Friday 7th October 2022. Sheet will be provided at the 
meetings otherwise let Janet know on ph 0432 154 306 


